THE 


SINNERS 


AcqQvITTANCE. 
eA Checke to ( uriofitie. 
The ſafeſt Seruice. 


Deliuered in three Sermons 
at the Court. 


iv 4 
Ioun Dzx1sonN Door of Diui- 
nity, and one of his Maicſtics 


Chaplaines then in 
Attendance. 


Bo —— — — 


LONDON, 
Printed by Ionun L = 6 arr, andare to 
be ſold by 104 Buaze, at the ſigne of = 
the Greene Dragon in Paules 
Church-yard. 1624. 


THE 


>SINNERS 


AcqQvITTANCE. 
7 Uh © 
| Sermon preached before the 


Kins at Greenewich, May 4. 
I 62 3- 


B T 
TIoun Dzn15son Door of Diuj- 
nity, and one of his Maicſtics 
Chaplaines. 


- ff + BY 


LONDON, 

Printed by Io'nnL = oar.r, andareto 
| be ſold by 704» Budge, atthe ſigne of 
the Greene Dragon in Paws 
Church-yard. 1624. 


_— — 


— ———— RV OO OSS —28%Þ0  —- -. _- v 


bolt 


Ol VPIIPSrs I PEER OR 4 — 


TO THE RIGHT 


Honourable and Reue- 


rend Fatherin G o v, I o nx x Lord 
Biſhop of Lincolne, Lord. Keeper of | 
the Great Seale of England, and 


| one of His Maieſties moſt 
| Honourable Priuy 
Ls Counſlell, 
4 


| N- Ieht Honourable and 


Ce es 


” - —_— 
OP ne or errant a en 


"TOE > gs w 
- 


| by 
[ ma" by 


SUI Henerend , I preſu- 
DL | med , long fonce , in-| 


JIE» 
| ſtead of a better preſent, to Dedi- 
cate my Af Sermon to that no- Lend TIO 
ble Lord (my honourable Maſter )| lad. © 


who now reſts in peace, and found | 
acceptance. Whom,me thinkes, F 


Lerd Elſmere 


A 3 ſee | 


"ann 's. Nap few. i . 


Pn 
Es Ts D—_— 


Poſſeuin, de 
HiſtoruwySeft. 
2. 


Ceero de Offie. 
lib. 1. 


Ih þ- le 


[ſee in part deſcribed , when 7 


reade that of Poſleuin, concer- 
ning the excellent Hiſtorian 


him, Acutus, concitatus; ner- 
uoſus,denſus, ſolidus, & ſapi- 
ens. And 7 may adde that which 
was eminent in that noble Lord 
(an eſpecial note of ſolide iudge« 
ment) his Conſtancie. For (as 
Tully ſpeakes of Cato)grauita- 
tem perpetua conſtantia ro- 
borauit, He was not like Alci« 
biades, in conciliandis ami- 
citys, quam in retinendis vir 
melhor ; But did ratherimitate 
that famous Emperour Augu- 
| {tus Czſar; Qui amicitias ne- 
que facile admiſ t, & con- 

Rantiſſ me] 


Thucydides who ts ftiled by| 


| 


bn —— 


" - Dedicatori. 


Nanwiſcime retinut. But that 
whichdid crowne all bis naturall 
and morall parts, was bi pious 
care and courſes in furniſhing 
the ' Lords vineyard with- 900d 
labourers. For be conferred not 
preferments for gaine, but freely, 
and nobly. And (that which Was 
extraordinarily honourable) bee 
rather enquired after well Aeſer- 
uing men, then ſtayed till be was 
ſued to., f write what ſome 0- 
thers hauz done, and many'; } 
doubt not wil ingenuouſly acknow- 
ledge. Now, your Lordſhip ha- 
wing beene to that noble Lord(ab- 
fit 1nu1dia verbo) like the belo- 
wed Difciple to.our Sauiour, con- 


I uer ſing no with him in matters di- 


- wine| 


Saint lobe, 


| The Epiſtle, &c. 
uine and humane,and ſucceedin 
him both in the ſeat and aftions 
of Honour,with generall applauſe: 

haue beene emboldened to pre- 
ſent -onto your Lordſhip theſe | 
Sermons, which many my worthy 
friends in ( ourt haue much deſi- 
red,and to whom, for the publiſh- 
ing of them, 7 am by promiſe in- 

aged. | 
The God of heauen multiplie 
his bleſsings opon you,to the good 
of this ( hurch and ( ommon- 
wealth. 


Your Lordſhips 
humbly deuoted, 
John Deniſon. 
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forethe King atGn un nn u- 
W1 CH, May. 4. 1623e« 


ISar. 53. 4- 
Syrely he hath borwe our infirmnies, 
and carried our ſorrowes, 


| 97 E reade ifi tak firſt of 
INWTTZS| Semwcl, and theninth, 
AVE that the Prophets, in 
WrYV; W| ancient A _ 
mr led Sters, becauſc that 
from that warch-tower of digine 
{ſpeculation they ſaw- that which 
E:-:7- B others 


-— - - aw i oa 2.0 


——— 


| ſohn 8.56. 
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| | others ſaw not, or, as Saint Hieroms 


ſaith, Zum quem cereri non videb at, 
Him whom others ſaw not. 

Amongſt the Prophets ſome were 
| more eminent and excellent then o- 
| thers/ and amongſt them all, none 
| comparable to the Prophet Iſaiah, 
who was amongſt the Prophets, 
like' Sau! amongſt the Iſraelites, 
higher then the reſt by the ſhoul- 
ders vpward. 

It is ſaid of Abraham, that he ſaw 
our Sauiours dayes, and ſo did 1ſai- 
4h, who, albeit he liued aboue fixe 
hundred yeares before Chriſt was 
borne, doth ſet forth his birth, life, 
and death fo liuely,. as though hee 
had ſeene all things aRed, and ac- 
compliſhed before his eyes. Inſo- 
much, that S.Hierom ſaith, Nog tam 
Propheta dicendus ſit, quan Enange- 
liſta, He may rather be called an Enan- 


| gelift,zhen a Propher, and may ſeeme 


rather to have written a Hiſtory, 
then a +-Propheſie, whereof, this 


—-- -- o_ 


DO _— OL 
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which I hane read may be calfed an 
& its Owen Epitome 
ofche Goſpellc-* 
into farts fo wang 
ace, anda Hi 

ThePr = hop 00 
word, Swrely, - 

The Hiſtory isnot long, it con- 
taines but five words in the" He. 
brew, and not many you ſee inthe 


ties, carried i our ſorrowes.” * 

The Prefaceis briefe, - but mare- 
riall, irgiues aſſurance of the' truth 
of the Hiſtory , Which one -fitly 
_—_— to theeyes ofa man: For, 

es of- a man put our,'leaue 


| ror! y amecretruncke' ſo, the | 
truth remooucd from an Hiſtory, 


leaues it a vaine diſcourſe. 

q The Hiſtory is not long, bur full ; 
it containes matter admirable, la- 
mentable, comfortable, Adinita- 
bley-in reſpe of -him'who isrhe 


Engliſh ; Hee hath borne or iufr1- 


Polybha, 


ond of the Py cuen the Lord 


LETS 


B 2 of 


Þ. 2 


Chryſ. in Gen, 
bam, 8. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


of glor . Lamentable, in regard of 


 hries, ſorrowes. Comfortable,in re- 
ſpet of them for whom hee barej, , he 


 |forrowes. 
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what he ſuſtained, that is, infirmi- 


them; they were our infirmities,our 


I may ſay of this Scripture in S. 
Chryſeftomes words ; Etſi verb fint 
pauca, magnus tamen theſauru in il- 
bis eft reconditus,Though the words 
be few, yet they containe a great 
deale of rich treaſure, This ſentence 
is like /acobs Ladder , wee cannot 
ſpare one round of it. It is a gol- 

ſentence, and the leaſt parcell 
thereof is more worth - then all 
the gold of ophir. Wee will 
therefore diligently ſearch - the 
minde; | 


The Preface, 'F 


AN firſt ro beginfie with the 
Preface. The word JN Swre- 
ly, may be cither Yox difinguents, 

| or 


7 


i 


T he Sinners Acquittance. 


or «ſſeverants, either a word of di- 
—_ or aſſeueration. A word 
of: diſtintion, and ſo the yulear 
Tranſlater may ſeeme to haue raketi 


it ; for he renders it, vere rwlit, Heel 


hath truely borne our isfirmities.The 
Prieſts, in the time of the Law were 
ſaid to beare the ſinwes of the people, 
Legit, 10. 17. But they bare them 
typically, hetruely ; hee barethem, 
notin figure, bur in fat, nor inrype, 


not imaginarit, imaginarily, and in 
outward appearance onely, as the 
abſurd Manichees and Marcion held, 
but as he was a man, dr xw- anvele, 
in nature and truth ( as Damaſcen 
faith)ſo did he beare our infirmities, 
and carry our ſorrowes vers, ficut 


| vers homo, truely, as being truely 


a man, as Aquinas interprets the 
word, It was not with our Sauijour, 


the fiery furnace, not hauing their 


B 3 haire 


but intruth. Againe, hee bare them } 


2s with the three Children in'the' 
third of Dariel, who came forth of 


Tertul, aduerſ. 
Marc. 4.8, | 
Auguſt de ba» 

ref. ad quod= 
val her,46, 


Aquin.in bee, 


Dan, 3. 17. 


_—_—— 


| 6 ' The Sinners Acquittance, 1 
haire jndged, nor their garmits chan = T1 
[onefiu” [£44: Bur rather;as Coriolanue multes 
j vis Corjol, 
Ch CiCAT ices, —"_—_ ſhew m: _ 
" BY Cicatrices of the- _ bt 
j. ved 7 ja'the. warres: is 
] Sajour could giv thelike. Hers 
ftratiue {ati to: the moſt in- 
loh,21.27, {| credulons > 9 Ler them chere- 
| Paſt who talke of an imaginarie 
allzon,expett an imaginaric'Salua- 
tion ; Ve know rnd our ——_—_—_ 
bate our inficmit iestruly. 

Again&, chewon? may. deantons 
ſencrentss, a vehement alſctjcration. w 
Andrhat,both't pnanin of 
ſtubboxneTew tO. gthen | 

| the Faich oF an humble Chritien. | 
Gen.28.16. ' | $9 15 the word vited;6en.28 autticrc | 
[acob heboldingindviſionche Lad- | 
der, whoſe foot-ſtood ypon Earth, | 
and the top reachedo Heayen,the | 
ge Aaſcending,and defceri 
mfortabhy; and confidently, 
Surely God #19 th1s place.” And'ſo,| 


Xx OE Oe behokling by| 


——_ 


a 


- I no A AE ns II yn a 


by” ac 


fr IT 
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che eye of Prophecic Chrilt Icſus 
in his deieRted eſtate; ſaid no leſſe 
aomfortably.and confidently,Surely 
he hath borne our infirmities and car- 
ried yur ſorromts.; Yea he ſo ſpeakes 
of it,as though:Chriſt had'done ir, 
when the Propherſpake it ; HR 
was ſo indeed by way of myſterie 

For Chriif & the Lawbe of An os 
from the beginning of the me = 
it is rather ſpoken in a prophet 

manner , in goes of roy - 
taintie. , 
As the Lord was Oculue propheta- 
rum, the eye of the Prophens), ys 
werethe Prophets: 0S Domini; 
mouth of the Lotd': So that what- 
ſocuerthey ſaw,or faid;in their Pro-! 
pheticall Office, muſt needey be ac. 
compliſhed. We muſt therefore! 
take heed*® of Eves incredulitie,! 
which cleaues cloſe to herpoſteri- 
tie: When the Lord had faid to 
Adars,by way of aflcueration ( as 


Rew 13.8, | 


Luk. 1,70, 


Gen.2,17, 


the Hebrew vinaſe i imports Morien- | 
B 4 ao 


TOC EE Oo OOO 


On 0” EIT wetned 


& Go St forthe Preface; Now 
cothe Hiſtorie., wherein may! it 


n | The Sinners Acquittance, | 
| do morieris, thou ſhalt ſurcly dye, 


Exe comes in with her addubitation 
Ne forte moriamur,leſt we dye. The 
Lordwill nor ſuffer any word of his 
Prophets to fallto the ground, _ 
|the truth of this Propheſie cx 
ence hath manifeſted; and rhe lef. 
ſed BEuangeliſts, the Lords holy Hi- 
ſtorians, _ recorded for the com- 
fort of the Church to the end of 
they world. 


7 be Hiſterie, 


pleaſe you to obſerue 


ned in the fame;'in the word He, 
thatis; Chriſt, 

2z His Attion; He b4th borne, be 
hath carried, 

3 The' burdens he hath botita 
and <catried, they were infirmities, 


x -The Perſon eſpecially mentio. - 


ſorrowes. ' 
{ 1 1 ENT For | 


a Gt. WY" Y - tt. —"—Y 


Ty : 
no rn Irene eee Oe 
-” 
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were o#r infirmities,0vr ſorrowes, 
eI may ſay ofthis Text,as the wo- 
[man of Samaria ſpake of 7acobs 
well, The well is deepe, and it hath 
divers ſprings, which muſt be ope- 
{ ned,that we may from thence draw 
|the water of Conſolation. . 
The pronowne \R,He, is often fi- 
lenced and included in the verbe, 
bur is here expreſſed, as being verie 
emphaticall. He, either by way of 
Admiration, or Exception, By wa 
of Admiration ; And it is admirable 
indeed, if either you conſider the 
dignitie of his Perſon, or the indig- 
nities of his Paſſton. He that was 
the Sonne of God, yea the Sonne of 
bs- Lone, Coloſ, 1. He that was the 
Lord of Glorie, 1 Corimth, 2, He to 
whom the glorious Angels doc ho- 
mage, Hebrew. 1, Hee bare our infir-. 
ities, and caried our ſorrowes. Well 
might-it haue agrecd to his excel- 


4 For whom he bare them : they | 


loh.4.11; 


The Perſon 


eſpecially 
mentioned, 


nefits, 


lent Nature to hauc. conferred 4 : 


4 


] Heb. 1,3, 


Ang, de 


Hom, 108, 


Smueton, in vits 


Aug, (afar. 


"| nin ſolus poſſet abluere , who him- 


| oneſhould be ioyned inthe Con. 
[thy. And ſurely itmuſt needs dero- 
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nifics, bur to ſuffer rorments, it was 
ſtrange,admirable. His Perſon,and 
Paſſion,in diſcourſe of humane rsa- 
ſon,are verie IE: 
aine, He by way of exception 
Ph , He A but He He, 
who #:« tauvr3 by himſelfe , hath par- 
ged our ſinnes, He, Dui ſordes om- 


ſelfe alone was able to waſh away 
all our finncs, faith S. Auſtin. He! 
alone entrcd the liſts, and vader- 
rooke the combate againſt Satan, 
as Dauid did 
all the Iſraclites were meere ſpeAa- 
tors, and to him belongs theglory 
of the victory. When Anuguſiuc 
Ceſar defired two Conſuls to bee 
ioyncd with him in Office, the Se- 
natedenicd it, as holding it afuthici- 
catdimimutionof his dignitie, that 


ſulſhip with him , that was ſo wor- 


againſt GoLah, when | 


gate from .our- Sauiours :dignitie , 


that 


. | there as 1nd other prime: ginen wonder | 


P70 heSmmers Acquittante, ( | 
one ſhould: be his: enpacs 


_. worke of our red 


t> cevide the wine preſſe: aloue ; and 


heavewt, by which we muſt be ſauid. 
Andſd I.come from rhe perſones| 
his ations. | 


His CA ions, 


is2word ofa large extent: Yet 


which ficly agree with i cheſs aKi- | 


ons of aur Sa s "1 
1: ic fignifies in Numer os ollere;; 


ro: rake yp a; burden” vpon 


12,of Exechiel, Now: what-.this 
burden. is., the” Prophet David 
ſhewes, when he: 


38. Pf ne; My fownes aye gone Fuer 
Foy a hed 'heany bupaen, 


i for mee:3obeare. And ſothe 
ſeptuaginrrtamſlate.it, 4 o_ n. 
pIWeY He carriddonr ar" - 


hath ir two ſpecial: ſignifications, | | 


ones | 
thoalders ; 6 5 fe Bdachb| 


TW word &W1, he hath bone, 


Plal.38 4 


of burden 


Ls 


Po Pe TU "RY ll. PR" 


DE — 


* ——_—— 6nd belt DADA. wot dra od. a. 


1,Pet,2. 24- 


Chry/. ff ls, 


Pfal. 32.5. 
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burden of our finnes did our Saui- 


our beare ypon the croſſe, Ys vas 


noſter by way of imputation 


| our ſarctie , and the burden of pu. 


niſhment, due to our ſinnes, forma. 
liter in his perſon aRually. Accor- 


Peter, the ſecond chapter, Who, his 
owne ſelfe , bare our ſinnes , in his 
owne body , on the tree, Therefore 


Chryſoſtom hath obſerued , that the 


4Prophet ſaith not, C#rauis, but por- 
| 14wit, Not,he cured, but caried, Yea 


tooke them to himſelfe: As if a 
Phiſition, forth of his cure, and for 
the cure of his patient, ſhould take 
the diſcaſe ypon himſelfe. So, z=lir 
in ſe, via nobis tolleret, he tooke 
them vpon himſelfe, that he might 
take them fromyvs. . 


#0 fake away; And foitisvicdinthe 
32. Pſalme. For whereas our tran- 
flations haue it, Thow forganeſt the 
puniſhment of my ſiune, it is inthe 


Hebrew 


ee 


”"— 


ding to that in the firſt Epiſtle of 


ine,the word ſignifies auferre | 


— ——_ —_— 
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Hebrew M\W31 thou tookeff awa 

| ahe puniſhment of my ſinne. Ando 
the word agrees very fitly to our 
bleſſed Saviour : for his perialer, 
was an abſtulit, as Tertallian inter- 
prets it, in his fourth booke againſt 
Maycion, Chriſt, when hee bare 
our finnes, tooke them away, Ac- 
cording to thatin the ſecond to the 


writing that was againſt vs, and nai. 


[edit on his croſſe. The bond of 0- 


bedience, which Adam had forfei- 
ted as S. Ambroſe faith, Chriſt dil- 
charged by his actiue and paſſue 
obedience, and ſo cancelled ir on 
the Croſſe, Therefore 1ohn Baptiſt, 


| pointing at our Sauiour, might very 


well ſay, Behold the Lambe of God, 
thas taketh away the ſinnes of the 
world. 

The word 52D, he hath carried, 
Albeit in the Engliſh it differs fot 
from the other, NW1 hee hath 
boyne, yer doth it inthe Hebrew . 

| For 


——— 


— 


Coloſſians , He to0ke away the hand | 


—— 


uerew.in Eſa 
+ 1: 


loh 10.1 8. 


"The Simners Arquittance. 


Forthe one ſignifies Oxu«/pſum tel. 
lere, the other, Onns Law 


ftare ; as a learned linguiſt diftim- 
aiſhech them; that is,. 20 fake wp «. 
den, & to beare a burden impoſed, 
and fo both words may be well ap- 


zulit., he tooke: ypon him the bur. 


den voluntarily, Cracer ſuftinzit | 


voluntate, non neceſſitate, His dearth 
onthe Crofle was voluntary , not 
of neceſſitice : according to his 
words in the tenth of 7obn , No man 
tcketh my life from'me, but I lay it 
downe for my ſheepe. And portauit, 
he carried the burden impoſed, as4rt 
is inthe ſixr verſe of this chapter:: 
The Lord hath laid wpon. him ihe 
iniquizie of vs «ll.. Thus, as Saint 
PanPFfaith , God gave Chrift for vs, 
Rom, 8. And, Chriſt alſo gave him-. 


ſelfe for vs,Gal.2.. So may itbe ſaid, | 


that? God laid the burthen 'vpon 
Chriſt; andthat Chriſt alſo' tooke 


plyed ro our Sauiour Chriſt, For, | 


 |vpthe burden.' For here mercy-and 
| | truth | 


PER 


| The Sinuers AcqQuittance. 
truch mer together : God exacting 


Chrift diſcharging it as a cheerefull 
Redeemer. And fo ſaith S. Bernard, 
Chriftus inuita paſſivam habuit atti- 
onem, in morie paſſionem attivam 
ſsſtinuit. As. Chriſt had a paſſine 
aQion in his life; ſo had he ana- 
Qiue paſſion in his death, it was yo- 
 luntary. 


His Burdens. 


Ow tothe burdens he beare, 
Y and carricd, they were infir- 
mitics and ſorrowes, 
The Hebrew word n>h,, infir- 
mities, ſignifies any corporall paine 
or anguiſh, proceeding from ſome 
part that is ſmitren or hurt. As in 
the tenth verſe it is ſaid, The Lord 
would breake, or brujſe him, to maks 
him ſubieft to infirmities : andin the 
ſixt of Michea, I will make thee ficke 


onr debt as a ſtrict creditor, and| 


Mich,6, 13. 
| 


with ſmiting. 
| Thus 


Hier, Loc 


yr 


T he Sinners Acquittance.. i 
* Thus onr Sauiours body was 
ſubiet Leſions , & ſenſui leſions, 
both ro outward violence, and to 


the ſenſe of it. Though not reſpects 


. | prime cauſe , yet propinque, as the 
+ | Schooleman ſaith , Not in reſpeR 


of ſin inherent, but in refpeR of the 
principles of nature. For he yolun- 
tarily tooke ſuch a body as was ſub- 
iet to hurt, and conſequently to 
paine. 

The word Ks imports ſome 
ſenſible ſorrow, or anguiſh of the | 
ſoule. As his body was ſubiedt to cor- 
pordll afflictions , ſo was his ſoule ts 
ſorrowfull aff ettions. And (0 S. Hie- 
rome diftinguiſheth theſe words, 
Corpus habuit flagellatum , animum 
were dotniſ[e, 8c. As his body was 
ſcourged, ſo his ſoule was grieued ; 
and this griefe was exceeding great. 
Euen 4 Poord of ſorrow did pierce 
through his ſoule, as Simeon ſpake 


|of the bleſſed virgin in the: ſecond 


of Saint Luke, Therforc he tscalled, 
Var | 


F#- 


» your 2D 


. The Sinners Acquitiance. 
Vir delorum , A man of ſorrowes ; 


treame ſorrow, like that, vir ſangas- 
num, a bloody man: and ſurely his 
ſorrow was exceeding great, a$ his 
mournefull. ſpeech doth marafeſt, 
My ſouls s very ſorrowfull,exento th 
death, Therefore the ancient fathers 
have applyed to him Ierafalems 
mournefull complaint, inthe firſt of 
che Lamentations of Teremy.. Was 
there ener ſorrow like my ſorrow © le- 
ruſzlems ſorrow might beſuch,, in| 
her. apprehenfion,, as could not be 
matched ; but our Sauiours ,was| 
ſuch, in thetruth of compariſon, as 
could not be paralleld, The Evan- 
gcliſts doe cxpreſſe this anguiſh-of | 
our Sauiours ſoule, by diuers, preſ- 
ling words; as avr#w:to be ſorrow- 
full, eHyrir to be grieuoully trou- 
bled : 3=3#4þ3u to be ſoreamazed. 
His.. forrow was an immediate; 
ſtroke ypon the ſoule, according to: 
the ctymonof the word.” Iris faid 
in 
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which Hebrew phraſe, importsex- | 
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| T he Sinners Acquittance, 
in theterith verſe, that God ſtrooke 
him; and ſo did the Tewes, ws & 
| ſitooke his body in malice towards 
hitn; God ſtrooke his ſoule m mer- 
cy towards vs. Job complaines in 
his fixt chapter, ' The terrors sf che 
Lord or ſer themſelues in aray 4- 
g47aſt me.” And ſo doth our Sautour 
i rhe fonrtcenth of May ke, mynun& 
tori SJoxi uit, My ſonle i innironrd 


with ſorrow on encry fide, 

Such was hefbirow of out'Sa- 
uiout, it was ant immediate paſſhon 
of the ſfoule. As his ſoule did ſuffer, 
by way of ſympathy, when his bo- 
dy was tormented ; ſo did his body, 
when bis ſoule was wounded. For 
whenhe ſwear droppes of blood, 
ao hand of externall violence came 
neere him, it was the: anguiſh of 
ſoule, that caſt him into that bloody 
ſwear: And this was neceſſary : For: 
| as S; Aignſtin ſaith}, Torts homo pe- 
| rijt, & rors ſaluatore indignit s As' 


CAdanr ſinned 'both in body and 
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ibyic; ſo he needed a Sauiour.both 
off body -and'\{oule :.: which that 
Chriſt might.be; it was neceſſary 
thathe ſhould ſuffer both in badje 
and :faule. .Andasthe foule of .4- 
dam finhed by immediate ation, ſo 
the*foule of Chriſt ſuffered by-an 
immediate paſhon, Yeaas the ſoulc 
wasthe firſt agent in the tranſgre(- 
lion; 10-is it here:the firſt patientin 
the affliction. For the firſt act;of 
this. 'Tragedic was in the gardenof 
Gethſemare, and there did thatan- 
guiſh ſeaze ypon his ſoule,' before 
the ſpeare or nailes , or thornes did 

ragcivhida; [1d NS 17 heer 
And whence proceeded this for- 
row and anguiſh, but from the im- 
mediate hand of | God that ſtro6ke 
him, Otherwiſe :it were ſtrange, | 
chat aur Sauiour ſhould be brought 
into this extreamitte. Is it credible, 
as S. Auftin ſaith , Vt Paulus ſervas 
exultet, Chriitus Imperator triitis 
ſtz 5 thar Paul the ſeruant ſhould 
£ C 2 triumph, | 
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triumph, 8 Chriſt the Lord ſhguld | 


|bee troubled: in ſuſtaining of tor- 


ments, were it not, that both the 


'hand of God and man was vpon|' 


him © Now, how farrc this ſtroke 
of God, and ſorrow of our Sauiour 
proceeded, it is beyond the appre- 

enſton of men, yea, the contem- 
plation of Angels. It gricues my 
ſouleto ſee how:ſome doe extenu- 
ate, others doe aggrauate it. Tr ſhall 
be our modeſty not roattempt the 
gaping of it, our happineſle, that we 
neuer feele it. 


For whom Chrift bare theſe burdens. 


V VE are inthe next place to 
conſider, for whom our 
Sauiour bare theſc infirmities, and 
ſorrowes, and the affix 12 ours 
doth appropriate them , they were 
our infirmities, our ſorrowes , they 
were ours by way of appropriati-| 


on, though his by way of imputati- 
| | ON. 
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on, Peccat Amyline, Rutilins plett- 
Wee ſinned, and hee was puni- 
ſhed ; We as ſheepe went aſtray, hee as 
4 ſheepe was brought to the ſlaughter, 
Doles, domine, non tua, ſed mea vul- 
nera, O bleſſed Lord, ſaith S. Ams- 
broſe, they were not thy wounds, 
but mine,that cauſed thy anguiſh, He 
knew no ſin,ſaith the Apoſtle,neithey 
was there gnile found in bis mouth, 
ſaith the Prophet. Eun nullum ma- 
culanit deliftu,He was free from the 
leaſt blor. of ſinne, figured in the 
Lambe without ſport, Exod. 72. 5. 
And therfore he might boldly make 
that challenge to rhe faces of his 
greateſt aduerſaries , Which of you 
can rebuke mee of ſinne? Such was 
the innocency of our Sauwour, as 
Irenexs (aith, that he had the teſti- 
monies of all men, of all ſorts, 

The Heauens were darkned, as 
being abaſhed to behold the Lord 
of glory ſo abaſed. The earth-trem- 
bled, as being afraid to beare thoſe 


C9 miſcreants. 


Eſay 53+. 6,7. 


Ambr Ade fide 
ub.2,.cap 3. 
2 Cor.5.22. 


Elay 53.9. 
Maxim Tauy. 


Luadra, ſer, 


lohn 8. 46&, 


Ab onmibus 
accepit teſtimo- 
mum, Iren. lb, 
4.C4+14» 

Luke 23. 4%, 


Mat. 27-51, 


le. td 4 
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Mat. 3. I7, & 
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Luke 1. 3F, 


Marke 1,24. 


Ifay 53- 17. 
I lohn 2,2, 


Mat, 26G,Co, 
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miſcreants, by"-whom innocency 
ſhould indure fuck. intury. ', G 

from heauen proclaimed more then, 
once,T his is my welbeloned Sonne,in 
whom-T am well pleaſed, Infinite are 
the paſſages where'men of all ſorts 
doe publiſh and applaud his inno- 
cency, The Angell Gabriel ſpake 
thus of him to the bleſſed Virgin, 
T hat holy thing that ſhall be borne of 
thee, ſhall be called the Sonne of God, 
The Deuils thus confeſſed him; 7 
know thee who thou art, euen the holy 
one of God, His friends, as Iſazah rhe 
Prophet, and S. oh» the Euangeliſt 
doc ſtile him, the i##,the righteous. 
His focs indeuoured by all the cn- 
vines, that witor malice deuiſc, to 
faſten ſome accuſation vpon him, |: 
but in vaine, His acquaintance did} 
iuſtifie him : for fo S. Peter, who 
was well acquainted with innoccn- 
cy, obicdted ro the Tewes, To hawe 
denied the holy one, the init, Stran- 


oers did acquite him, as Pzlates ow 
| in 


- "_ FO 


IE L 


C——— 


The Sinners Acquittance, 


23 


in her monitory meſſage, Haue-20- 
ing'to doe with that inſt man -+and' 
Pate himſclfe profeſſed freely ,-/ 
e #0 fault in this man, , + 

Thus our bleſſed Sauiour had all 
the reftimonies. of his innocency, 
that heaven or earth, God or man, 
Angels or Diuels, friends or. foes, 
acquaintance or ſtrangers, could 
yecld. Sothart theſe infirmities and 
ſorrowes were ours ; They were 
ours, yet his too; ours, as I ſajzd,by 
way of appropriation, his by way 
of imputation, and expiation, as tis 
in the 8. verſe of this Chapter , For 
the tranſereſsion of my people was hee 
ſmitten. 2u0niam peccata non habu-. 
it propria, portare dignatus eft aliena, 
Hethat had no {innes of his orwne, 
vouchſafed to beare the finnes of 0- 
chers; ſaith Falgenties,. It was ne- 
ceſſary that our S1uiour Chriſt 
ſhould be free from {inne : for had 


he beene aſinner, he could not haue 


beenea Sauiour. Butnow, He tþet 
31 C 4 knew 


Mar.27.19+ ; 
i 
Luke 23,4. 


Thraſomund, 
lib, 3, 


Re 
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bfirmitas & 
mortalites res 
cepta ſunt 4d 
ſupplicuem vt 
tmpenderencur 
ad precium. 


Lee de Reſuer, 
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knew no ſinne, being made finne for 
vs.we thereby are maae the righteogs 
neſſe of God in him, 2 Cor, 5, 23, As 
our infirmities were his 'puniſh- 
ment, ſo arethey our paymenc, My 
righteous ſeruant, ſaith the Lord,ſhall 
iuflifie many, verſe 11. and therefore 
iuſtified, becauſe righteousp Accor- 
ding to that of S. Peter, Chriſt ſuff e- 
red for vs, the init for the vninſt, that 
he might bring vs to God, That hee 
might ſo bring vs to God, that wee 
might in this life be partakers of his 
grace, and of eternall glory in the 
life to come. Marchants vſe to ſhare 
in their paines, their gaines, their 
loſſes ; but behold, Chriſt hath ta- 
ken the paines, ſate downe by the 
loſle, and yeelds vs the gaine,the be- 
nefit. fo 

There is yet one little ſpring more 
tg be opened, which hath nor fal. | 
(ch into the ſtreame of our tranſlati- 
on. Si aurifuſorume peri , ore. Tf 


ther 
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ther together the leaſt parcels of | 

d, I ſceno reaſon why we ſhould | | 
negle the leaſt particle in this gol- 
den ſentence. Here isthe affix am, 
thoſe,and the accent Athnahb,which, | 
as Grammarians ſay, doth attoffere| \ 
fpllabam , teaching vs, that in the | (11h. 
conſideration of our Sautours ſuffe. 
rings, we ſhould raiſe vp our medi- 
tations to the higheſt pitch. Hee 
bare thoſe our mfirmities ; #hoſe, 
which were exceeding preſſing ; 
| thoſe, which no rongue is able to | 
expreſle , for, Hic omni lingsa ſilet, | Pare. de quad, 
Euery tongue muſt be mute, as Bey. |4%- 
nard faith. Theſe, which all the 
men, and Angels, in heauen, and 

earth, were not able to beare;, thoſe, 

| which his humane nature could ne- 
uer haue ſuſtained, had it not beene 
ſupported by his diuine power, Pa- | Mer. Yom, 
titur vt homo,vincit vtDew,though 
he ſuffer as man, he conquers as be- 
ing God, 


q 
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1,1n his In» 
carnation, 
Phil,z,7. 


_ 1 Heb. 2, 6, 


»” 


| our humane condition. Hee. 1n #s 
| ſort rooke on him the nature of Angels, 
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How, when, and where Chriſt 
bare theſe infir mities 
and ſorrowes. 


LIo_ wee haue opened the 
.(prings.; now we will confider 
che ſtreames, 

In Hiſtories, the vb, quanA4o,quo- 
modo, are very remarkable circum- 
(tances. Therefore wee will briefly 
obſerue how, where, and when our 
Sauiour bare our infirmities, and 
carried our ſorrowes, inthree eſpe- 
ciall paſfages, that is, in his birth, 
life, and death. In-his incarnation, 
his paſhon, his compaſſion. 

[. In his incarnation, hee was ex- 
ceedingly debaſed.” Hee that was e- 
quall to God, made himpelfe of rio re- 
putatron, Winwas tacloy , ce emptied 
himfelfe, as it were, of his excellent 
olory, when hee' tooke: ypon him 


ſaith! 
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ſaith the Apoſtle, neither rooke hee 


hy. re cſtare of Adam. Hee 
ro0ke not vpon him the glorious c- 


, | ſtare of the Angels, for then, where 


had beene our greateſt comfort? He 


rooke not the excellent ſtate of A-| ” 


dam, for then, where had bzene his 
abundant loues? Bur as S. Bernard 
ſaith, Suſcipiendo miſeriam, oftendit 
miſericordiam, In taking our miſera- 
ble condition, he doth manifeſt his 
mercy and compaſhon. He was made 
like unto vs in all things ,except ſinne, 
Heb, 4. 15. And that indeed is iuſtly 
excepred , for, _A1/[ump(it carnem, 
204 iniquitatem, though hee tooke 
theſfimilitude of finnefull Acſh, yer 
hce tooke not the ſinne ofthe fleſh. 
As Phyſitions, by correfting their 
ingredicnces, doc. take away their 
malignant quality ,-and make the 
medicine hea:thfull : So the Holy 
Ghoſt in the conception of Chriſt, 


didvtterly take away the aduentiti-| 
| ous iniquity, & ſanCtific the naturall 


infirmities, 


Bern, m Epiph, 
ſere I, "7 


Auguſt, wm 
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infirmities, that no cuill might 
cleaue ynto them. mW” 
Chriſt was ſubic to infirmifles 


both of —_— ſoule : Notroec-[, 


ucry particular infirmitie , as agues, 
aches, gouts and the like : For ſuch 
comming ex mala temperie , wel in. 
texpperantia, either by diſtemper, or 
an il] temperature, he was notſub- 
ictto them, He barc the naturall 
infirmities , not the perſonall, As 
Chryſottome ſaith, Que communem 
waturam invaſcrant , thoſe that arc 
incident to the common nature of 
mankinde, thoſe he tooke. He was 
hungry, for ſo we reade Matth. 4. 
thirſftie, Iohn 19, ſleepie, Math, 8. 
wearie, Tohn 4. In his ſoule he was 
ſubic to feare, anger, ſorrow and 
the like z He was abaſed in his kin- 
red, ſome of them bcing finners, a- 
dulterers, gentiles. Whereupon 5. 


Chryſoftome crics out, 0 admirabi. | 


lem natiuitatem , O admirable nati- 


tic, 4 | 
Ar 
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Atthetime of his birth, he had a 
ble, in ſtead of a ſtately Palace, a 
manger, in ftead of a cradle , rhe 
company of beaſts, inſtcad of hu. 
mane and Angelicall attendance:So 
was he paruulus atate,& panpertate, 
little both in age and eſtate, In his 
infancy he was ſubieto that pain- 
full Sacrament of Circumcifion, 
and purſued from place to place b 
the hand of perſecution, His who 
life was dedicated to paines and 
uerty.The open field was his houſe, 
| the ground his bed, broyled fiſh his 
{| dyet; his ijouries were laborious, 
his attendants men of meane quali. 
tie. Thus did he beare our infirmi- 
ties in his Incarnation. 

2. Apaine, in his render compal- 
fion he carried our ſorrowes. For, 
as S, Cyprian ſaith, Meroris apo 
participat, &c, He that hath com. 
pang on another, partakes in the 

urden of his ſorrow. So did the 
Apoſtle when he faid, Who 15 weake, 


and 
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Auguſlm, 


Luk.3:21. 


Math.2.13, 


to 
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30 


Luke 19, 


Luke, 18, 


Auguſtin, 


had compaſsion on them, | 
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and 1 am not weake ? who is off ended 
and 1burne wot 7 And thus did Gur | 
Sauiour, in commiſerating both the 
corporall, and ſpirituall :nfirmities 
of men. Thoſe that wanted food, 
and were ready to faint, he pittied: | 
thoſe thar were oppreſſed: with 
ſickneſle, or poſſeſſed with euill (pi. 
rirs he condoled : When he ſaw peo. 
ple as ſheepe without a ſhepheard , He 


He is that good Samaritan , that 
had -compaſſion on the wounded 
man;. powred wine, and oyle into | 
his wounds, and bound them vp : | 
Andthercfore was he ſent, that he 
ſhould heale the broken hearted. If 
a man ſhould feea Chirurgion ma- 
king a plaiſter of: his .owne blood, 
forthe curing of his patient; hee 
could -nor but worider at it. And ts 
not our Sautours compaſſtonadmi- 
rable, Qui ex propris; cs pretzoſy fan- 


guine, Who of his owne pretious: 


blood-made a plaſter to cure the 
th wounds 
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wounds of - our. foules 2 Suetonms 
Weices of thatgood Emperour Ye- 
ſpaſian,Iuftis etram ſupplicijs illachry- 
mauit,& ingemuit: He was ſo com- 
paſſionare a Prince, that hee was 
wont to ſigh and weepe, cuen for 
them that were condignly puniſh- 
ed. Diners ſtories doe mention nia- 
ny famous in this kinde. But what 
is allche compaſſion of men, yea of 
Saints and Angels, but gutta pufilla, 
a lirtle drop of water, to the maine 
Ocean of our Sauiours compaſſ- 

| 


of1 2 , He was troubled in thefpirir 
for treacherous Iudas ; wepr for 
careleſſe Teruſalem', ſhed his blood 
for his enemies, prayed for his cru- 
ell perſecntors. 

Laſtly, as our Sauiour did beare 
our infirmities, and carry our ſor- 
rowes itt his compaſſion, ſo eſpeci- 
ally in his Paſſion. What ſtep did 
he rake, whar word did he ſpeake, 
what place came he to, where he 
left not Yeſtiqia dotorum , like rhe 
print 
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Iohn 13. 21, 
Luke 19. 4, 
Rom, 5. 8. 


Luke 3334- 


3. Tnhis 
Paſſion, 
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a >. 


Matls 26, 38. 
Mark. 14. 34+ 


Math. 26. 39, 


Auguſt, in 
Pſa. 100. 


' Luke 22 43+ 


John 18.12, 


Luke 22, 48. 


Math.27, 30. 


Make 14,64, 


'orint of the nalles in his hands and 


| and when he had neede of an Angel 
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cetc? When, in the garden of Gee} 
ſemane , he deſired the Diſciples to. 
watch with him , he bare our infir- 
mitics, and when he complained, 
that his ſoule was heauy vnto the 
death, hee carried our ſorrowes. 
When he prayed, Father if it be 
poſlible let thrs cuppe paſſe, ( Quid 
ils vox mſi ſonus infirmitatis no- 
fret ) then he bare our infirmities, 


to comfort him, . he carried our ſor- | 
rowes. When he was bound , and 
ſo led to CAnnas and Caiphes , hee 
bare our infirmities, and when he | 
ſpake to /ndas in that mournefull 
manner, betrayeft thou the Sowne of 
man with a kiſſe, he carried our ſor- 
rowes. When the ſouldiers ſtrooke 
him with their reedes, and ſcour- 
ged_him with their rods , he bare 
our infirmities, and when he was 
charged with blaſphemie, -which 
his ſoule abhorred, he carried our 

ſorrowes. 
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ſorrowes. When:Piate , ſhewing 
_ thar pirrifull plight, faid;Ecce 
1 » Behold the'man, 4e 6axc-our 

infirmities , and when he heard that 
fearcfall+ execration' of the Tewes, 
His blood be wpon'woy, and upongur 
children, he carried ou I! 0rrowes;'But 
[if we follow him ro Mount Cat: 
| 4x, there ſhall weſce this prophe: 
cy moſt linely accompliſhed. When 
his hands and his: feer were pierced 
with the nailes, his ſide with the 
ſpeare, 8 his head with the crowne 
of thornes:; when the croſle was his 
bed, thecrowne' of thornes his'pil: 
low, gall and vineger his meate and 
drinke + ſcoffes and rayling his mu- 
ficke, he bare our infirmitics ; and 
when'like a forlomne man, forſaken, 
as it wete, of Godand man, he cry- 
ed out, My God, my God, why haſt 
thouforſaken me t he both bare our 
infirmities , and carried our. for- 
rowes. Here, his paſſion, and com- 
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Math, 27.2 5. 
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Math, 27, 46. 


paſſion mer together , when his 
- head 
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head hanged downe to kiſſe vs, His| 
armes ſtrerched out to embraces, 


His blood guſhed out to waſlf'vs, 
His ſoule and body were offered vp |, 


in ſacrificefor vs, Per vulnera pate-| | 


bant viſcers, here through His ſide 
wounded with the ſpeare, you 
might behold His bowels of com- 
paſhon wounded with loue. 


Application, 


N ingenuous reader cannot 
goe ouer ſome rare and admi- 
rable ſtory, but it will worke his af- 
fefions, in one kinde or another, | 
Behold, the world neuer yeelded 
fuch a memorable and admirable 
ſtory as this; It muſt needs be there- 
| [fore our ſtupendious dulneſſe, if it 
doe not affeR vs. | | 
Firſt, who can conſider theſe| 
things without admiration £ Here 
is that, which may make both 
Saints and Angels to wonder , that 
: ? one, 
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one, who in his humane nature was 
cended of the blood royall of 

, andin his diuine, was Lord 
of heauen and earth, ſhould be thus 
deiected & abaſed, and for whom? 
Pro wernaculo , ings pro vermicalo. 
For ys, who were the bond-ſlaues 


men. What #' man O Lord that thos 
art ſo mindfull of hins, or the Sonne 
of man that thaw ſhouldeſt ſo regard 
im? They that ſaw our Saviours 
miracles, wondred , ſaying , Who & 
this, that both windes and. ſea ob 


ro'wonder at his ations of power : 
But rather, that he, who.had al 
power ginen him in heauen and earth, 
ſhould be ſubie to weakeneſle 


rowes, he ſhould obtaine a glorious 
victory, it is dang, end 
admiration, ; 
Againe , this ſtory muſt feeds 
yeeld comfort to a Chriſtian heart. 


of (inne and Satan , wormes and no | 


him ? But there was no ſuch caufe | 


and that by his infirmities and for-| 


Plal, 8. 


Maths, 21, 


Math, 33. 18, 
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] For he bare theſe! infirmitics, and 


we 44 healed. Some: write of the 


athe, Ariger ure healed, this infirmities 


_ The Sinners Atquittance, 


carriedtheſe ſorrowesforour fak 
for 6ut'good-; asir followeth in 
next yerſe'; He was wounded far our 
tranſeveſcions, he was bruiſed for our 
iniquities , "the chaſtiſement of our 
peace was vpon him, and by bis ſtyipes 


Pelican, thar, heryong ones being 
dead; ſhe bathes them. m her blood 
and fo reſtoresthem'to life. How 
true that is, I know not : but ſure I 
am; that as S.Hierome ſairh,Chrifius 
| ſao Vnlnere noſtra vulnera cnrauit, 
Chriſts'wounds have cured ours. 
For ſo:faith the Prophet, By his 


and weakenefſeare our ſtrength; his 
ſorrowes our ioy, our comfort: He 
that bare our infirmiries,and carried 
ourſortowes, pitties vs, when infir. | 
miries or 'forrowes-doe feaze vpon! 
VS. Luttatar in nobis, he-wreſtles for; 
vs; with-vs, in vs. He takes to heart] 
the affAidtions of his Church,and,as 


though; 


— -—— - 
ſm 


DE — 


= 


|wretches: ſhed; his precious blood. 
|He>turned their water into wine: 
[rhty/turned-his- wine into. 
[Yineger, He had an7gyoſce torghem: 
{chey:a Cracifige for him. He gaue 
{health to-rheir ficke, life-to their 
| dead:they, inſtead of requiralLcook 


bes 


————— 


The Sinners. Acquittance, 


_ he were wounded thorow 
eriides,he cries out,Sqwd, Saul, why 
| perſecateft thow me © He is ſenſible 
| of our afflitions ; For we bane not 
a high Prieft,which cannot be tourhed 
with feeling of our infirmities., He 


fucturrere- diſce;-' For ſo- faith the 
Apoſtle,1nthat'Chriit himſclfe hath 
ſuffered, being tempred, be 15: able 10 
ſutconr them that arerempted, Hebs. 
2s: *{355e) | F | x1 

 Againe, who-.can-read this;Storie 
withoint indignation towards the 
[of pittie for them:they like pittileſſe 


gall and 


might ſay, No#, $gnara malimiſers | 


Iewes, the cruell Actors: in/this| - 
- [dalcfull: Tragedie £ He ſhedteares 


away his life, and put him to death. 
I D 3 May 


Pm 


F » 
Forgiue them 
Berr,Ser.q., 
Hebd panof, 


— _— — 
—_— OT 


wt. hed MH 


RE" HE En COT 


1 


Fer. 2.1 a, 


Zach, 12.10; 


Luke 19, 20 


T he Sinners Acquittance. © 


May not I fay in the Prophegs 


wordes, 0 ye heanens be aftonied at 
this, be aff raide and wtterly confoun- 
ded? BED, T0: 
Againe, who can read this Storie 
of our Sauiours paſſion , withour 
compaſſion ' towards him * They 
ſhall looke pon him, whom they haye 
pierced, end they ſhall lament for him, 


and pur to extreme tortures for his 
fake, andnot be rouched with com- 
paſſion * Shall we be like the Prieſt, 
and the Leuite, that paſſed 'by the 
wounded man wirhour pitties Shall 
we ſay with thoſe wretches,concer- 
ning the ſhedding of our Sauiours 
innocent blood, 9 uid ad wos, What 
is that to vs? Then may heverie 
iuſtly take vp that expoſtulation, in 
the Lamentations of 1eremic, Haut 
you 19 regard all you that paſſe by the 


way © Behold, was there ever ſorrow 


like. 


ſairh the Prophet. Can a man be- | 
hold, or heare, that his honourable | 
friend hath been bufficed, ſcourged, 


T he Sinners Acquittance. 


like my ſorrow? 

hus farre, euen a meecre natural] 
man may be mooued, and affeted 
with this Storie 5 he may be ſtirred 
vp to admiration, entertaine conſo. 
lation, be moued to indignation, 
touched with compaſſion, & when 
he hath done all this, he hath bur 
viewed the coucr of the Booke. 
There are other effects, which the 
meditation of this Storie muſt 
worke vypon our affections, and in 
our actions, 


1 This dolefull Storie mnſt ſtrike 


our heartswith compuncion, with- 
out which we cannot have ſound 


conſolation. When the tender hear- 


red women of Ieruſalem bewailed 
and lamented our Sauiour, as he 
went to be crucified, he ſaid vnto 
them, Daughters of Jeruſalem, weepe 
_ me, bat weepe for your ſelues, 
and for your children, So ſhould we 
bewaile our finfull condition, the 
cauſe of . our Sauiours infirmities 
D 4. and 


39 


Luk.:3.49, 


% 


DO ———— 


40 


Ir ae I Rrtgnny——_— on 


Luk,23.43, 


Luk. 18.13, 


(hryſoft.de 
P aſjio,om,5. 


Gal.5.24- 


Orig. Hom, 2 nn, 


| Lent, 


, — SONY 


__ 
| 05 of the fleſh,zpith the luites thereof. 


|ramte peccaredelefiat? The Son of 


 [hathbornca heauie burthen: of in- 


{loag him with riew-burthons'?- God 
forbid. For whatvrerethisbutwith: 


| The: Stnners\ Acquittance, 
and forrowes. We ſhould, wi 
thoſe good people that ſaw his pM- 
ſion, ſtrike our breaſts, and ſay with| 
the Publican,Ged be mercifull 19 me| 
4 ſuxmer... For 1nſping ills eum pecca- 
t4. noitra pragzebant, Qur ſinnes did 
pictce - him -. in-\ the; Crowng:::of | 
Thomes ;- and 15-it not reaſon, that] 
our hearts ſhould|be pierced with}, 
remorſe for our ſinnes ?- - if 
Iris nor the weeping oucra Crn- 
cifixe, that Chriſt requires at our 
hands, but rather that we be cracified 
with' him; as thie' Apoſtle Ipeakes, | 
Gal.2.: 20. that is, as he interprets 
himfelfe,; thar-we crncifie the 


| 


Py0Je Dei filus ingulatins eff, or ite- 


God was wolnded: for thee ;; and 
canſt thou'yet delight in franc 2. He 


firmitics,and ſorrowes, and fhall we! 


the) 


. | TheSinwers Acquittance, | 
'» [rhe Souldier to ſtrike him to the 


r, and, as much as in vs lies, to 
crucifie him againe 2 The ſerious 
meditation of Chriſts paſſion,if we 
be not graceleſſe, will be a reſtraint 
of {inne. 

2 Againe, as the Storie calls for 
our compunction, ſo doth it for our 
ſanRification, Hec omnia ile prote, 
ts nihil pro ills,ſaith Saint AngaZint 
Hath Chriſt done, and mdured all 
this for thee, and wilt thou doeno- 

thing for him 2 This were odious 
ingratitude. Take my yoke pon you, 

ſaith Chriſt, Mat,r1: And iris veric 

| reaſonable, that as he hath taken the | 
yoke and burthen. of -puniſhment 
| from'our ſhoulders, ſo we: ſhould 
| willingly cariethe burthen of obe- 
{dience, eſpecially: if we: confider 
:| the :difference. of.-theſe burthens.- 
| Ours hid vpon him was verie' pon- 
derous, yeaſo heauic'it was, that 1t 
made'him ſwear 'vnder. it. His 1s 
|bghit as it is in the 11 of. Mathew, 
FIX | yea, 


— 


» 
DO _—_ 


42. 


Plal.119.33. 


Pal, 40,7» 


Barn paru, ſer, 
ſerm.11, 


| dee thy will, Iwill dee it with all my 


our inſtrution. And indeed, when 


The Sinneys Acquittance. p 


Yea, ſo light, that a man, whoſe} ® 


heart is ſanRified, may r#nxe vnd 
it. And wee muſt take yp Chriſts 
burthen willingly, & beare it cheer- 
fully, as he did ours. That we may 
ſay with him , 1» the volume of th 
booke it 15 written of me, that I ſhould 


beart. . ; 
3. Againe, if it pleaſe Godtola 
I the hike of afukic, 
ſorrowes, {ickneſſe, this may teach 
vs patience. Prius bibit potionem, 
quam paranit ſais, Chriſt hath bc- 
unto ys inthe cup of ſorrows, and 
all we think much to pledge him? 
His ne$els ſhould be our wawyule, 
his patience in his paſſion muſt bee 


weare oppreſſed with ſorrow,ſmit- 
ten with paine, or caſt yponthe bed 
of our ſickneſſe , what meditation 
comparable to this, to lighten the 
burden of infirmitics, and ſorrowes, 
and to ſweeten the bitternefle of 

paine| 


———c 


—_ 


o 
4 


«= - 


[nn anguiſh 2 Did my bleſſed 


patiend:,a looking-glaſſe and ſpeRta- 


T he Sinners Acquittance, | ; 


43 


Sauiour, who was holy and inno- 
cent, indure ſuch intollerable tor- 
ments for my ſake 5 And ſhall I re- 
ine, or be impaticnt, whenit plea- 
eth God to afflit mes What are 
my greateſt afflictions to the paines 
of his paſſion ? The time will come 
when'paines or fickneffe-are vpon 
vs, that we ſhall need this Cordiall, 
it ſhall'be our happineſſe to haue it 
ina readmeſſe, { 

To'conclude, hath Chriſt borne 
our infirmities, and carried our ſor- 

rowes* This muſt preſſe vpon vs 
the Apoſtles exhortation, Beare yee 
one anethers burghens, For Chriſt is 
to vs both ſpecalum patiendi,o com- 


cle of Patience & compaſſion. If we 
cannot cure, yet we ſhould condole 
the miſerics and infirmities of 0- 
thers. . Thus did Saw4el bemoane 
the reieion of Ses/, Thus did S. 
Pasl. bewaile the caſting away of 


the 


i 


The Sinners Acquittance, [x4 


the Iewes. And when he ſaw fog :| 
Phil.z.138, | walking in the way of damnation, \ 
Le hee could not ſpeake of it without ol 1 
Colo(.3.13, | teares. Solet vs (as the Apoſtle ex-]/ } 
horts) put on the bowels of compſ : 

on; that ſo we may ſhew our ſelues} 
| lively members of our mercifull 
head Chriſt Ieſus. THe | 
Thus,ifthe meditation of our Sa- 
uiours bearing our infirmitics and 
ſorrowes, doe worke- in/'vs the 
| grace of compunttion, af ſancti- 
| fication, of obedience; patience, 
and compaſſion; then haute wee 
read it, heard it effecually : 'and we 
ſhall one day reape the fruitthereof 
moſt comfortably , when'' Chriſt 
| Noniniufirns-| (yall returne, norſubiect to infirmi- 
tare, ſJedin | ries and ſorrows; but cloathedwith 


gloria & wade 


:eftare. Beru.de | raieſty and £ Y, and ſhall 21uec Vs 
AduemSer.6. | y6ffeſſion of that bleſſed habiration, 
Reuel,21.4, | where all teares: ſhall be-wiprd from 
-21 out-eyes, and wee in ſtcad of forrow 
and-infirmity ,\ſhall' cnioy eternal} 
joy and felicity; Which rhe! _ 

—_ Or | 


\P- 


IS © ang 


te 


a. 


T he Sinners Acquittance, 


for his mercies ſake, and for our Sa- 
Wgurs ſake grant vs ; to whom with 
the Holy Ghoſt, all honour and 
glory, maieſty and domini- 
on, be rendred and af 
 cribed for cuer- 
more. A 
men, 


| 
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CY RIOSITY. 


TOHN. 21. 22» 


If I will that he tarry till I come, what 
is that tothce 2 follow thou me. 


T 62) intercourſe of loue and 
; i#/6 familiarity betweene 
(OR 


Peter, a pillar of the 


Church, and 1h» the 

beloued Diſcipie. 

By him, Peter enquired concer- 

ning the Traitour, By his meanes 

hee got into the high Prieſts Hall. 
EF”. Www 


RE === Here was extraordinary | 


Y 


CHECKE 
TO 


| 
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A Checke to Curioſitie. 


With him, he ran to the Sepulchre, 
And by him heknew Chriſt at t 
ſea of Tiberies. 

Therefore when our Sauiour had 
told Peter by an Allegory, that hee 
ſhould be ſubic to martyrdome ; 
Peter demanded of our Saujour 
what 1o4n ſhould doe ? To whom 
our Sauiour anſwerd in theſe words 
that] haue read, 1f1 will that he tar- 


ry if 1 come, fc. 
Reprehenſion, 


In which 1 ed ; 
$5 3 and his 
ſerue Chriſts Iniunfion, 


His Reprehenſion intheſe words, 
If 1 will that he tarry till T eome, what 
i that to thee * 

His 1#iuxttion in theſe, Follow 
thou me. 

Inthe Reprehenfion 1 note foure 
particulars ; 

I. The ſoucraignety of Chriſts 
will, oppoſed to Peters curioſitie, If 
1 will, 

2. Chriſts will applyed to an 


chic, 


—_ 


———_—_—— 


—— 


[the erofle errors of itenorant ſcribes. 
vO 


| [the learned Papiſts in tranſlating 


| 


AM Checke to Carioſitie. 


obicR, 19hns tarrying, 1/1 will thar 
efarry. LN 
3. 1ohns tartying limited with a 
circumſtance of time ; Ti/l I come, 
4. Peters quid, checked with an- 
other quid, what s that ts thee ? 
Of theſe points briefly, and in 
order. | 


If 1 will, 


& 


lo, ſo I will, but I may truely 
ſay, that that tranſlation is ſick. And 
I cannot bur wonder at the Rhe- 
miſts, who tie themſelues ſo ſtrictly 
to the ſame, that they ſwallow euen 


rT” He vulgar Latine hath ſic vo- 


For they tranſlate it, ſo 7 will, Burt 


theſe words, doegenerally correct 
and cenſure the vulgar Latine. T o/l- 
let gives two reaſons why it ſhould 
be ſ, not ſic, that is, it is «r,if, in 
the Greeke, And hee might” with 

A 


& 2 S 


_—_—_— 
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] Mald, Omnes 
fere [atinos ce. 
ditts contamie 
wauit, And 

{ addes, It is (o 
in all Greeke 
Copies, yea, 
that famous 
one inthe 
Vatican. 
Tanſen, Concor, 
cap. 148. 


For, as I re- 
member, he 
hith lefr 1n 


[IS 4 | 
Net, w | 54 (another Teſuite) hauc {aid it is 
l the n 


his edition c 
wertit domum, | 
| tor eucrri, 


Luke 15.8. 


ſo likewiſc in the Syriacke, 
2. If our Sauiour had ſaid fic, fo 

I will hane him xemaine, the queſti- 
on had beene anſwered, 4nd no fur- 
ther doubt had remained concer- 
ndng his words. Maldonat faith, 
T hat reading hath corrupted almeſ 
all Latine bookes, And CArborews, 
a Doctor of Parg, ſpeakes yet more 
freely,T he vulgar ((aith he)is harſh, 
vncomh, vnſavoury. Yea, the caſe 
is ſo cleare, that Tanſeniws ſaith, Hee 
is peeuiſh that will contend for the 
vulgar tranſlation. Onely Michael 
the Maſtcr of the Popes Palace,will 
hauc it to be ſic, ſo, becaule it is ſo 
in the Miffall correted by Pim 
Pujntus, But the reaſon is weake: 
for Sixtus Duintus, albeit hee rooke 
as great paines in correcting the vul- 
gar Latine, as P75 did in correcting | 
the Miflall, hath left ſome places of 
the houſe to be ſwept by others. 
Caictan(with whom Bellarmine alſo 
agreeth) 


-., 


MU Checke for Curioſirte. 


$3 


orecth) ſayes reaſonably,The Text 
ſhoald not be changed for the ancient 
errors of” ignorant writers, 

But if any will contend forthis 
ancient vulgar error,let him abound 
in his owne ſenſe, We will proceed 
ro the Soueraigntic of Chriſts will. 
If 1 will. | 


The ſoner aigntie of Chriſts will. 


Ow Chriſt is tobe confidered 
as God and man. As man, he 
came not to ſeeke hs owne will, but the 
will of the Father, who ſent him, But 
as God, he hath a dinine will, and 
the ſame is cither ſecret or revealed. 
His ſecret will is his cternall pur- 
poſe -and decree concerning all 
things. 
This his ſecret will is abſotnte, 
without dependance : he may will 
or nill whatſocuer pleaſeth him. It 


is omnipotent without reſiſtance; for 


who hath reſiſted his will 7 it is free 


| 


Bellarm. de 


2,4þ,11, 


fokn 5, 30, 


Rom, G4 I9, 


E 3 with- | 


verbo Dei lib, 


q 


2 
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without coation; For he will haucy 


WY mercy on whom he will have mercy, It 

is vn1ucrſall without limitation; For] 
Dan.a.z2, |/-* beares rule, not only in the army of | y 'p 
In maximu,. | heanem, and the inhabitants of the . 


Jinn, & earth, butſo, that 4 arrow canno! 
contingentibus. | J | /f | 
 Mithoro 29. {411 0 the ground without bu will, It 
is exact without crrors, as being 
1 moſt perfect rule of rightcouſnes. 
[r cannot propetly bc ſaid, he wils 
it becaulc it is good : but rather,it is 
good becauſe he wils it, In a word, it 
is conſtant withour altcring,ncither 
{ men, nor angels, nor deuils (not- 
withſtanding the deuilliſh poſitions 
of Vorſlis) can change it. They 
may ſooner remoue the carth from 
her center, or ſtay the motion of 
the heauens, then alter it. My Conn- 
{cllſhall and, ſaith the Lord. 
Now the reucaled will of Chriſt 
is thar perfect rule of rightcouſneſle 
contained in the holy Scriptures, 
{And to both thelg we muſt ſubmit 
' jour {clues but differently , to the 
{ j ONc 


- OO —-o1--- So Aw < __ _ 4 —— —_ 


I(ai.45. 19, 
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that which God doth : to the other 
faciendo, in doing what he com- 
mands, For theſe two wils, are like 
two ſtreames riſing out of one 
head, the one running aboue, the 
other vnder the ground, and both 
falling into the Occan of Gods glo- 
ric, 

The ſecret will, we muſt not be 
too buſic with , as {ome are intheir 
deſperate diſputes about Predeſti. 
nation. For Secret things belong to 
theLord, Valuntas Dei non diſcutt- 
enda, ſed patienda, This will of God 
isnot to be ſearched, but to bc ſuf- 
fered, ſaith $. Hicrome, And this 


gone patiendo, in being content with 


qQuiſitiue after thar which was loc- 
ked yp in our Sautours breſt, and 
was therefore iuſtly checked. Yet 
cuento this will we muſt ſubſcribe 
in ſuffering patiently , ahd entertai- 
ning thankfully whatſocuer it plea- 
ſeth the Lord to doe. As £ly,whcn 


was Peters fault: He was too in-|[ 


E 4 he 
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Deur. 29, 29, 
Herron, lib, 2, 


aduerſ, Pelag 
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1.5am,z, 18, 


| 
2.Sim.15, 


| 25. 


Math, 26. 42. 


he had hcard that dolctuli doome 
denounced by God againſt his 
houſe, ſaid, It # the Lord, let him doe 
what ſeemeth him good, Thus Kin 
Danid, when he went forth —_ 
Abſolon, (not knowing what might 
be the iſſue of that warre,) ſet vob 
reſt. 1f 1 ſhall finde fawour inthe eyes 
of the Lord, he mill bring me againe 
and ſhew mee both the Arke and the 
T abernacle thereof: But if he thus 
ſay, Thauc no delight inthee, Behold 
heream TT , let him doe to mc as ſee- 
meth ghodin his eycs, Andour bleſ- 
ſed Sauiour, when he was in the 
2reateſt agony that cuer ſeazed on 
the ſoule of man,and dranke the bit- 
tereſt cuppe that cuer was taſted, 
ſubmitted himſelfe in this manner : 
0 Father, If this cuppe cannot paſſe, 
except Idrinke it, thy will be done, 
Againe, as we muſt ſubmit our 
ſclues to the ſecret will of Chriſt in 
ſuffering what he inflicts ; ſo muſt 
we tothe reucaled , in doing what 
he 


— 


| 


—— 
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he commands. And as it ſhall bee 
our wiſedome to know this reuea- 
led will of God (according to that 
inthe 5, torhc Epheſians : Bee not 
unwiſe , but vnderfland what the will 
of the Lord is) ſoſhall it be our hap- 
pineſſe to doc it, as our Saviour 
ſaith in the 13. of 7ohn. If you know 
theſe thines,bleſſed are you if you doe 
them, 

This revealed will is called rhe 
voyce of God,2,Sam,t 5.22, And that 
very fitly : For as the echo refounds 
to the vnice,ſo mult we, both in our 
affeftions and ations, be anſ{wera- 
ble to the will of God. In our affe- 
ions, as when the Lord ſaid to 
Damid : Seeke my face, Danids heart 
anſwered like an echo, Lord I will ſceke 
thy face, Inour aCtions like Noa, 


|Who did atcording to all that God 


commanded him, euen ſo did he. And 
this we ſhall the more readily doe, 
if we conſider the corrupt current 
of our owne wils, and the any 
per- 


Ioh,13.17. 


Pſal.27. 8, 


Gen,G,t2., 


In celeſt; An- 
gelorum cure 
t Des voluntas 

| Lex eſt. Auguſt 
} de Cruitat, Des, 
2.19. 

| Pll.103. 20. 
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pertection of Almightie Gods, 
Thar is a moſt arrogant Romiſh 
Extrauagant, which yeelds that ſo- 
ucraigntie to the Pope,that belongs 
only to God, 1: his que vellent, 1js 
eſſe pro lege voluntatem. Though the 
Popes be ignorant, or diflolute, and 
ſand tor a law. And their actions, 
chough neuer ſo abſurd or impious, 
are not ſubie& to controule , that a 
man ſhould ſay, Domine car hoc fa- 
cis , Sir why doe you thus 2 Buta- 
vaunt to this Zuciferian arrogancie ; 
itisthe will of God to which wee 
mult thus neceſſarily, and abſolute: 
ly ſublcribe. Andthe more prompt 
our obcdicnce,the more doe we re- 
ſemble the holy Angels. For with 
the bleſſed Angels, Gods will js 4 law 
in the Court of heancn, as S. Auſtin 
ſfaich. And their e/o7inm is in the 
103. Pſalme, Te Angels that doe his 
commandement, in obeying the voyce 
of his word. Yea herein we fhall imi- 


tate our bleſſed Sauiour, who in his 
7 paſhon 
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paſſion puyes : Not as Iwill, but 4s 
thouwilt: And in his actions ac- 
compred it his meate and drinke to 
doe the will of his Father. Andif we 
thus ioyne with our bleſſed Sauiour 
and his holy Angels in will and af- 
fetion, we ſhall hercafter be ioy- 


ned with them in a bleſſed habitati-| 


on; according to that of our Saui- 
our, in the 7, of Matthew. He ſhall 
enter into the kingdome of heanen, 
that doth the will of my Father which 
15 in heauen. 


Chriſts will applyed to ay obiect, 

2. | jet I wil that he tarry, This ta- 

rying hath not reference to 
Tohns tarying 1n the place where he 
was, but his remaining in the ſtate 
of life which he enioyed ; as rhe 
ſame phraſe is elſewhere vſcd. Peter 
vnderſtood by our Sauiours words 
chat he muſt die by the hand of vio- 


lence, and he would know whether 
the 
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che thread of 79hns life ſhould be 
cut off inthat manner. Bur our Sa- 
utour intimates the contrary,ſaying, 
if 1 will that he tarry , that is,If I will 
that hee remaine aliue, In which 
manner of ſpcech he ſets forth the 
vanitie of this preſent life , as being 
tranſitory, and only a temporary 
tarrying. And ſo doth Tb ſpeake of 
it, Man that is borne of 4 woman is of 
ſhort continuance, he ſhootes vp like a 
flower, and'is cut downe, he vaniſheth 
like a ſhadow,and continneth not. And 
if there be any continuing, it is limi- 
ted withra Donec, 

Weareall tenants at will. And 
this world is to vs but direrticalnm, 
an Inne to hoſte at, not a ſetled ha- 
bitation to reſt at : as cuenthe hea- 
then haue called it. Hic non habemus 


ERIE ciuitatem : Here wee 


awe no abiding Citic, This did 
king Dauid acknowledge ingenu- 
ouſly, in the height of his honour 


and happineſſe. Wee are ſtrangers 
( ch 


a 
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(ſaith he) and ſoiourners , our daies 
are 45 4 ſhadow , there is no abiding, 


Some tarry here but a while, like| 


Daxids infant, that dyed the ſeauenth 
day ; ſome not ſo long. Nec dum in- 
troitus, iam exits, as S, Hierome 
ſaies;they live not to enioy the lighr 
whileſt the ſnuffe of a candle makes 
an abortiue birth.Some line longer, 
like the Shunamites childe, Some 
till they haue attained to their full 
ſtrength , and their boxes are full of 
marrow , Some cuen toa decrepit 
eſtate, like old Bayzi1lai.Yet he that 
tarryeth longeſt (of which there are 
feweſt) hath but a time of tarrying. 
Though Comets differ from one 
another in brightneſſe,. and ſome 
ſhine longer then others , yerat laſt 
they all vaniſh : So, albcit in the fir- 
mament of this preſent world,ſome 
attaine to higher degrees of ho- 
nour, and ſome live longer then o- 
thers, yer there is a vanifhing of 


both. The faſhiom of this world paſ- 
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ſeth away, (aith the Apottle... There. 
| fore when Conſtantins the Empe- 
'rour asked Hormiſda the famous | 
| Architet, what hee thought of 
Rome, it being ſucha goodly Citic, 
he returned him little more then 
this anſwer : Didici quoque ibi ho- 
w1nes mori, This I haue obſeruecd, 
that men die there as well as in o- 
ther places, 

Euerie ſublunarie creature gronmes 
wndey the bondage of corruption, and 
hath ſome thing in it,that works the | 
decay of it, The Yron hath ruſt,the 
tree the worme, the ciker;8 ſo hath 
man his depraued humours, beſides 
thoſe externall accidents which a- 
breuiate his daies, Thi life 15 4 COne 
tingall conſumption, Therefore Mar- 
cus Cato was wont to compare a 
man to Yron, $5/ exercees conteritur, 
If you vſe it, you wal? it : if not, yet 
the ruſt conſumes it. And I may ſay 
with that deuout Father, Dar: vobrs 
hodie loquor,Euen this day whileſt I 
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am 
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am ſpeaking to you, the Lampe ot 
* | my life waſteth, and whether I ſhall 
tarie to finiſh what I haue prepared 
I know not. Oh how great 1s the 
* | folly of theſe, who would build 
them euerlaſting habitations in this 


houſes ſhall continge for ener, er from 
| generation ts generation ? Behold 
the Pſalmif?s cenſure: The their way! +. 
vttereth their fooliſhneſſe, Per ina xg Haber 
nem ſollicitudinem in altena migrant bb. 
ſecula,non profutura, imo nec futura. 
Their care extendes to other ages,| 
which ſhall neither yeeld benefit, 
no,nor being. The yceres they rec- 
kon of, are like the Philoſophers| The great 
Annus maximus, which one verie | yeere. 
iuſtly calls Maximam flultitiam, As Ea. Sk 
| that rich man, Luk.12. did, who faid| Lukn12,19, 
5 | 9 $412,194 
| to himſclfe, Soule thou hait goods in 
fore for many yeeres, and therefore 
receaued that iuſt anſwer by the ce- 
ſeſtiall Oracle, Thou foole, this night 


vale of miſcrie ; And thinke their Plalm,qg.r1, f 


fhall they take away thy Soule, 
| Mens 
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Mens hope of long life is Flaxs 
& falſa,falſe and floting, as S.Augs- 
ftin (aid. Therefore Moſes prayed, 
Teach vs oh Lord to number our 
Mates, that we may apply our hearts 
unto wiſdeme, And how thould we 
number them? Not like that fooliſh 
Arithmetician, the rich man , by 
many yeeres ; but as 7ob doth ( ac. 
cording to the words in the Origi- 
nall ) by a few ſhort daies. Why | 
ſhould any one make reckoning of 
this tarying ; when as Y 4 nox,vna 
febrg,vvn4 plenritis, One nights lick- 
neſſe, one poore feuer, or pleuriſte 
may end this life ? One generation 
paſſ «th, and another ſucceedeth,as $8- 
lomon faith, How many carcaſcs of 
demoliſhed Cities may we ſee, 
wherein multitudesof people inha- 
bired 2 .How many worlds-of peo- 
plc, having taried here for a while, 
are {wept away by death, like the 
gathering Hoſte of Dan * What 
greater folly therefore, then ro' be 


prodigall | 


Je 


( 


1 rodigall in meaſuring that time 


” {carefull ro employ our pitrance 
[fruitfully,to the glorie of God, and 
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hich is not in our diſpofinge How 


much berter ſhall we doc £ How | 


much happier ſhall we be, if we be 


the futtherance of our happic ac- 
compt in the day of the Lord ? 
The Heathen Philoſopher veric 
worthily taxed this folly, that Moff 
men Py Ags line lone, fn haxe caye 
t0 line well , Cum omnibus contingat 
bene viuere, nulli dia, When it is in 
eucrie mans power to liue well, but 
inno mans to liue long. A good man 
may defire to liue long, but it muſt 
be, thar he may doe good, For 
therefore indeed(faith Chryſoſtorme) 


Dems facit vinere vt illi Vidamm, 


Our liues are giuen vs of God, that | 


they hould be ſpent in his ſeruice, 
and to his glorie : Otherwiſe our| 


Mor4r:,qur tarying, is but a Morari | 


with a long ſyllable as Nero ſpake in 
Suetonics, Our daies are ſpent foe- 


Sewecd Ep122. 


Pr aliquideſſi-| 
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liſhly, and ſhall end miſerably. 
conclude this point ; Foraſmuch as 
here is no long tarying, why ſhould 
we dote ypon this tranſitorie life ? 
Is here n0 abiding Citie © Let vs looke 
for one to come, Heb.1z. Shall theſe 


ed 2 Let vs deſire that building, which 
& eternall in the Heanens. Will the 
time come that all earthly King- 
domes ſhall haue their periods, and 
Chrift himſelfe deliner up his King- 
dome to the Father * Let vs then 


[aſpire to that heauenly Kingdome, 


that can nener be ſhaken, Here indecd 
is 3p, a tarying, bur it is with a 
donec,for a ſhorttime; but there are 
ara, conſtant manſions, as our Savi- 
our ſpeakes, 70h, 14.1. Yea dwnu 
oxmec,eucriaſting habitations. There 
Tam; ow xvww, we ſhall euer be 
with the Lord', in whoſe preſence 
5 the fulneſſe of ioy, and at whoſe 
right hand- are pleaſures for cuer- 
more.- And (that I may end this 


point 
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earthly tabernacles of ours be deitroi-| 
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5 a [poinc with-S._Tugaftns word ) | Droveacpa| | 
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aire ad regnum,cuins nullus ef fings 
after our” tarying here, :we ma 
neuer'end e 


Johns rarying lmitg el ofoonr 


meaning: of theſe words, 
L201 homines tot ſententie,$g many 
men, ſo many feuerall opinions, 
Seme by this once, till 7 Come avry- 
[derſtind 'Chrifts comming at the 


beene the ground of a vulgar, but 
ſenſcleſſe error, Namely, that 1oþx 
the Euangeliiis yet alue, whereas 
he dyed Phage 98 yecre'of 


haue beene, who; vnder thecolour 


©, 


of this exporition; hauc taken vpon 


them the perſon of $.70#; As that | ** © 


Luis alins nofter eft finis, #ife perue- .3249,z0, 
To what end doe ye live, bur, thar | 


come £0 that'Kingdome that ſhall 


3. JT 4f1 come. 1 may ay forthe 


end of the world. And thacharh | -,; +... 


y 


Beds de tepore, 
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Auguſtin lob, 
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late Impoſtor of France: did, and' 
was therefore iuſtly burned at To-'|- 
louſe.Some vnderſtand it of Chrilſts: 
comming to ##/4n, by ſummoning 


| him to; his death ; which if it be 


meant of death in generall,withour 
any difference between the manner 
and meanes of ſuch death, muſt 
needs be a groundlefle conſtruQion.. 
For ſo Chriſt came to all his Diſci-: 
ples, whereas this comming implics 
ſomething more then ordinarie. 


Divers other conceites there are 


concerning thiscomming of Chriſt, 


| which-are not wotthy'the repea- 


ting, much lefſe the refuting, Imay 
ſay oF this queſtion, as S, Augu/irme 
akes yponthe like; 1 will in this 
eepe queſtion deliuer. what to me 
emes right, reſeruing to euerie one 
what likes himbeſt, - 

Now for clearing-of this place 
other Sctiptures will yceld vs light, 
They are like the Cherubims, that 
looked one on another, Exod.2;. And 


fl 


theſe 
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thoſe that had their wings ioyned one 
in another, Ezech.1.They arelike ſo 
many ſweet Inſtrumenes according 
in one note of truth. 

. S. Bernard hath a diſtinion of a 
threefold comming of Chriſt men. 
rioned in the Scriptures ; The firſt, 
ad homines, to men, in his incarna 
tion ; The ſecond, zw homines, into 
men,at their conucrſion; The third, 


contra homines, againſt men, at the | 


worlds diſſolution. The firſt of theſe 

was in :nfirmitie,the ſecond in powey | 
and ſþirit, the third ſhall be in maie- 

Hie and glorie, Now two of theſe 

are his comming in perſon, that is at 
his Incarnation,& the day of Iudg- 

ment ; thethird is his comming in 

power, that is his powerfull worke 
in the promulgation of the Goſpel, 
and the conuerfion of ſinners ; And 

of this his third comming our Saui- 

our ſpeakes to Peter, 

. Thar place in the fixtcenth of 
Saint Mathew, is, in my opinion, a 


3 lively 


Mats, I 6. 2 8, 


5 


© ——— 


70 - 


M1t.1t0,7. & 
I 2.28. 


2 Per. 1. 16, 


A Checke to Carisſitie, 
lively parallell ro this, ' Yerely, there 


are ſome landing here,which ſhall not| * | 


tait of death, till they haue ſeene the 
Son of Man come in his Kingdome. 
For what is this, he ſhall tarie, bur 
that, he ſhall wot taſt of death * What 
is this Doxec, till I come, but that 
comming of the Sow of Man in hs 
Kingdome £ And whatis that King- 
dome, but the powerfull effects of 
the Goſpel 2 as it is in the ſame 


Euangeliſt, where our Sauiour ſaith| 


T he Kingdome of God is come to you: 
As the Apoſtle Peter alſo explaines 
it, We opened to you the power and 
comming ( that is the powerful] 
comming ) of onr Lord leſus Chriſt. 
True it 1s, that then Chriſt came 


powerfully in bis Doctrine and: 


Myracles ; But afterwards more 
powerfully, and plentifully in the 
Miniſteric of the Apoſtles, as will 
be cuident , if we conſider theſe 
three circumſtances 


4- The firſt is the effuſion of gifts 


poured ; 


. 
I PT I ennnomy mam 


Yeaſt of Pentecoſt, For then they 


- | had thar powerful Apoſtolicall rod, 


from leruſalem to Itlyricam, And if 


et 


. CA Checke to Curioſitie, 


—— 


7l 


poured out ypon the Apoſtles ar the 


were indued with power from on 
high. Euen cloathed with the Spirit 
#f power, as it iS ſaid of Gradeon in the 


power of fignes and wonders, They 


wherewith Saint Perer ſtrooke Ana. 
n14 the diſſembler, and Paul Zly. 
mas the ſorcerer. 

2. The ample promulgation of 
the Goſpel. For as Noes ſonnes diſ- 
perſed themſelues for the peopling 
of anew world, fo did the Apo- 
ſtles for the planting of anew word, 
Euſebius writes , that about the 
end of Tyberiws raigne, the Goſpel 
through Gods gracious bleſſing, 0r- 
bs uniuerſs velutiſolaris quidam ya- 
dius illuxit , Did ſhine like a bright 
Sun-beame toall the world. Saint 
Paul canſed the Goſpel to ſound ont 


xt of the Iudges. They had the| rg, 
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# | . © [of the world, what may wethinke | "- 
ofallthe reſt? Surely that whictr!' \ { 
we reade in the tenth of the Ro- | © 
Rom. 10, 18. | manes, T hezy ſound went forth to all 
the earth , and their worgs to the end | 
of the world , and that prophericall 
| promiſe was now fulfilled ; Tee ſhall 
not goe ouer all the Cities of Iſrael, uull 
the Sonne of man be come. 

3- TheeffeQuall and happie con- 
uerſion of the world, by "(8 mini- 
ſtery of the Apoſtles, was very 
wonderfull. Pezers draught was 
lohn 21.11. | great, whewn he tooke 153. fiſhes, But| \ , 

| that greater, when , being made a ut 
Ats2,4r, |fiſherof men, He #n one day conmer. 
| ted 3000. ſonles. Now the Curtaines 

of the Church were ſpread'out, and 
her tents inlarged exceedingly. So 
| that- whereas ſhee was before like 
| Gideons fleece, ſhe became now like 
Gideons floore,inlargedand watered 
| abundantly with the dew of the 
Euſeb.q9v | Goſpel. Inſomuch thar as Euſebiies 
[7 ah writes , many Cities and V, illages , 
were 
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were velati referte frugum ares, as it 
werethreſhing floores full of corne, 
Now, if the Goſpel flouriſhed, and 
the Church increaſed thus in the 
daics of Tiberius, how much more 
inthe daies of T7414, which was 
60. yeares after, All which Saint 
Tohn tarryed to ſee? Thus in re- 
ſpe&t of the powerfull gifts of the 
jd irit, theample promulgation of 
the Goſpel,aud the wonderfull con- 
uerfion of the world , we may well 
ay that Chriſt Ieſus then came, and 
came in his kingdome, his ſcepter 
being ſo gloriouſly aduanced. 

Bur it concernes vs much,by way 


thoroughly of this comming in ho- 
mines, nto men, 

The comming of our bleſſed Sa- 
uiour at the time of his birth, was 
apparante For, The word was made 
FA , and dwelt among vs, (and men 
ſaw the gloxy thereof, as the glory of 
the only begotten Son of the Father) 

| fall | 
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full of grace and truth, And ſuch 
will his comming to iudgement be: 
For he will come in flaming fire , and 
render vengeance to the ignorant, and 
diſobedient, 

Thoſe two commings of Chriſt 
are manifeſt , and of them men are 
ſenſible g But this middle commin 
is Ocultus &F ſpiritualts, Secret _ 
(pirituall, and few are truly appre- 
henſtae of it, Yet they only ſhall 
haue comfort of his comming in in- 
firmitie, and at his comming in glo- 
ry, who haue experience of his 
comming in grace. For f' any mar 
hath not the Spirit of Chriſt the ſame 
i none of his, Aduentus iſte mediuns 
eft ia per quam veniatur ad vii. 
mum : This middle comming is the 
way by the which we come happi- 
ly to the laſt. 

Behold(faith Chriſt) 1 fland at the 
doorc, and knocke. Heſtands at the 
doorec of mens hearts, and knockes 
with two efpeciall hammers, the 
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 * 1Miniſtery efthe word, andthe mo«: 


tions of his bleſſed ſpirit, bur is ofc 
neglected, repelled. As it is ſaid of 
his comming in yon , He came 4- 
moneg[t his owne,but his owne receined 
him not - ſo is it true of his com- 
ming in power, that hee comes to 
many by outward meanes,to whom 
he comes not by efftcctuall grace, 
Therfore it is neceſſary to examine 
how Chriſt is come to vs. Yea e- 
uery one ſhould, in this caſe, be Cu- 
rioſus explorater, A curious and di- 
ligent examiner (as Saint Bernard 
ſpeakes.) According to thatof the 
kpoitte, Proone your ſelges, examine 
yonr ſelues, know you not that Chrif 
is in you , except you be reprobates ? 
Euery one will acknowledge,thar i 
him we line, and moone, and hauc our 
being : Bur then only arewe hap- 
pic, when we can ſay , that Chr:## 
lives in vs, Therefore, as Saint Paul 
praycs, that he may know the veriue 
of Chriſts reſurreition , ſo we ſhould 


pray, 
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pray, that we may know the power 
of this his comming. | 
But YVnde adeſſe norim? ſaith S. © 
Bernard , How ſhall I know that he 
is come 2 And ſurcly this is a wor-| 
thy, and waightie queſtion. For re- 
ſolution whereof, we are to take 
notice,that where Chriſt comes,he 
comes as a Congaerour, There will 
be fuga vitiorum, Sinne will be put 
tro flight : At leaſt the ſtrength of 
ſinne will be abated, and the power | 
of Satan quelled. For Chriſt hath 
his two edged ſword , which is liuely 
and mightic in operation, and thoſe 
weapons, that can caſt downe the 
ſtrongeſt holds. Where he comes 
in ſpirit, and power, Satans forts 
and bariquadoes muſt needs be bat- 
tered. Can Dagon ſtand before the 
Arke? or Belial before Chriſt ! 
Thoſe therefore that finde in them- 
ſelues the power of ſinne abated, 
may conclude with comfort , that 
Chriſt is come. And contrarily , 
where 


*® 
_— .. 
6. 0 


wherethe forts of Saran ſtand yn- 
battered, and the force of finne re- 
maines, - Chriſt is nor come effectu. 


; [= uA Checke for Curieſttie. 
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ally. 


Againe, where Chriſt comes 
powerfally as a Conquerour, hee 
makes his reſidence gratiouſly as a 
King, s nos ei ſubrjciamurThat we, 
as good ſubiects , may ſerue and 0- 
bey him. He will nor ſuffer ſinne to 


raigne, where he hath his reſidence, | - 


So faith the Apoſtle, Sinne ſhall not 
haue dominion oner you, for you are 
wot under the law , but vnder grace. 
We cannot be totally free from fin, 
whileſt we liue in this vale of miſe. 
Y but, if Chriſt be in vs, he will 
uppreſſe the power of it. For, can 

a rebell ſtand before the face of a 
potent Prince © Where Chrift 
raignes as King, his ſubiecs will be 
ready to be ruled by his ſcepter, and 
they ftand in awe of his ſword of 
Tuſtice. A good ſubie will take 
heed to the mouth of the King, And 
can 


| 
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Rom,6, 14, 


Eccleſe$.2+ 


| 


] 


Plalme 2.3, 


Luke 19. 27, 


Auguſte 
Hom,4q2. 


Luke 17.21. 
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the King of Kings , whichi willno 
bee guided by his word? Thoſe 


therefore that ſay in their hearts, | 
Letvus breake their bond; aſunder and 


caſt away their cords from vs , doe 
ſhew themſclues, not ſubics, bur 
rebels : They haue not yet entertai- 
ned Chrift; and their doome is 
fearefull, as it is pronounced , Luke 


19, Thoſe mine enemies which would 


not that 1 ſhauld.raigne oner them, 
bring them , and ſlay them before my 
face. We pray daily, Thy kingdome 


| come, Er ventet fi volnms : It will 


come, if we our {clues 


be willing ; 
If we be contented to 


be ruled by 


the ſpirit of Chriſt, dire&ed by his 


word, and tender vnto him'the ho- 
mage of cheeretullobedience, then 
is this Kivg of gloty come gratiouſ- 
lyto vs, and the kingdomt of God's 

within vs. | 
Againe, where Chriſt comes 
fetually,he comes as a gracious be- 
nefaor, 


— 
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can he be a good ſubicet to _ 
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p———— m— es 
nefator,He comes wot empty handed, Bern. in Caxe, 


uid eft wevire, niſi gratiam ſuavs "If 1, 
nobis conferre ? What is this com- Triws. &> v- 
ming of Chriſt to vs, but the con- "7 
ferring of his — And his gract x Cor.1g,r0. 
in vs will not be in vaine, but will\ 

ſtirre vs vp tothe practiſe of all holy | 

duties. $7 Chriſftus in corde ſit, nobis grig in tam. 
diem facit, If Chriſt be entertained 14+ 

into our hearts, he, being Sol in#i- 1,12, 
tie, the Sunne of righteouſueſſe, will, 

expell the darkneſle of errour , and 


, | cauſe the light of knowledge to 


ſhine into our ſoules. For, he came; Luke 1.78. 
10 give light to them that ſit in dark- 
neſſe, and to gnide onr feet inte the 
way of peace, Hee is the Prince of 
peace,and through him we haue peace| Ron. 5.1, 
with God, If our ſoules bee woun- 
ded'with remorſe, he brings his cor- 
dials ro comfort vs, and his ſuppling : 
balmes ro cure vs. He is magi/ter| Hiern, in Ec- 
medicorum,the great Phyſition,and elife7. 

pittifull Chyrurgion. His cures are 


ſtrange, he heales the broken _ 
ted: 


— 


' [their ſoules. That which was loft | 
j by Adam, is reſtored by him ; and 


Bern, m Cant. 
y/ſerm 74. Ex- 
pergefacit dor- 
micntem ani - 
mam oc 


| and benefits, that wereceiue by the 
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ted: And how-? Non herbarum ſuc- 
cis, ſed verborum Sacraments, hee | 
cures them by ſpeaking peace to 


that image which was defaced, is | 
renued by him. S. Bernard reckons 
vp a large Catalogue of comforts, 


comming of this gracious benefa- 
or ; Hee awakens the drowſie ſole, 
and moliifies the flonie heart, he plucks 
up vice, and plants veriue , hee caſts 

owne the wals of iniquity ,and builds 
vs wp in grace ; he waters that which 
is thirfty, enlightens . that which « 
darke, opens that which i locked wp, | 
and kindles that which 6s cold. | 

Now, to conclude this point : 
hath Chriſt enlightened vs with ſa- 
uing knowledge, ſpoken peace to 
our ſoules, awaked vs from droufie 
ſecurity, mollified our hearts, plan- 
ted grace in our ſoules, changed our 
affetions, made vs zealous of his 


glory? | 


ER matt 


——"— — : 4 


" JAnd indeed no comfort on carth 
> {like vnto this, Beatus apud quens man. 


Al Checke ts Curioſitic. 
glory? then may wee.ſay confident- 
ly, and comfortably, with thar bleſ- 
(ed Martyr, Hee is come, he 15 come. 


ſronem facis Domine Jeſs, O Lord le- 
ſees, (laith S. Berward) happic is the 
man with whom thou takeſt op thy 
dwelling, Let vs therefore be.care- 
full, not onely to cntertaine,but alſo 
to retaine this noble gueſt, Let vs 
make the Diſciples importunate 
ſuite to him, in Luk, 24. Mane nobsſ- 
cum, abide with vs. 1fany man loue 
me, he will keepe my word,and - Fa- 
ther will lone him, and wee will come 
vnto him, and dwell with him. They 
are the words of our Sautour ; Let 
vs therefore doe what he requires, 
and he wil aſſuredly performe what 
he promiſes. Lervs loue him, ſerue 
him, and keep his commandements 
cheerefully, and: conſtantly, then 
will hee conſtantly take vp his habi- 
[tation with vs in this life, and wee 


ST 


Beyn, de Ad- 
ent, ſerm.3s 


Nobilem 50. | 
[putem Bern, 
leis laid they | 
conftrained 

him. {4 
Luke 24.29, 
Icha 14.2 3+ 


G ſhall 
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ſhall erernally poflefje thote cuerla- 
ſting habirations with him in the life 
tro come. And fo I come to Peters 
checke, Quid ad te 2 What is that to 
thee © 


What is that tothee © 


4+ Þ Nd yet, to ſpeake ingenuouſ- 

ly, I comenot very willingly 
to it, I vtrerly diſlike that prying 
and cenſorious humour of them, 
who take delight to ſpic out the leaft 
mote iu the eye of others , and care 
not what aſperfions they caſt ypon 
them.Such are the brood of Cham, 
I had rather with Sem and 1apherh, 
couer the nakednefle of any feruant 
of God with the mantle of charity. 
Yer, foraſmuch as whatſoeuer ws 
written afore time, was written for 
our learning ; And the frailties of 
holy men are recorded in Scrip- 
ture, Yt caſus marorum ſit tremor mi. 


norum, that the ſlips of men eminent 
| in 


— 
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wn grace, may make vs, who are but 
'1 vnderlings, to looke warily to our 
owne ſteps : It cannot be volawfull, 
'Oor vnproficable, to view them as 
Sea-markes, for our ſafer fayling 
in the Occan of this dangerous 
world. 

And ſuch is this frailry of Peter, 
whom not onely diuers ancient Fa- 
thers, but many learned Papiſts alſo 
(whoſe vitermoſt indeauours haue 


_ .,4Not beene wanting to aduance the 
Romane See) haue thus cenſured. | 


Onely Cardinall T oſer, of all that 1 
{remember, doth abſolutely-denie, 
that Peters was a curious queſtion, 
To whom I may oppoſe two Car- 
dinals., no lefle learned, and as much 
deuctcd to Peter & the See of Rome 
as himſelfe, namely Cazet. & Baron. 
And Toltets reaſon is very weake to 
maintaine his paradox, Wee ſhould 
n0t eafily beliene (ſaith he) that Peter 
being lattly and highly aduanced by 
' Chriſt, ſhould {o foone fall into curio. 

G 2 ſy, 


In Loctom, 


Caietan,in lob. 
21, 
Baron, Tom, y, 

4d an. 4, 
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Bellar,de Rom, 
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ſity. To him S.. Augnitine ſhall an- 
ſfwere for mee, vpon the like frailty 
of Peters, Petriss paulo ante beatus, 

oftea Satanits , Peter, who a little 
betore, for his worthy confeſſion, 
was called by our Sautour bleſſed, 
was afterward for his inconſiderate 
diſlwaſton tearmed Satan. Yea ſaith 
S. Auſtin , In momento vn0, infra 
pauca verba, almoſt in a moment, 
AndI thinke 
it ſafer that Petey bee cenſurcd for 
curioſity, then our Sautour for an 
vniuſt checke , For, Chriſti reſpon. 
fio eft cum obiargatiancula, Chriſts 
anſwere is with a checke, faith Sal. 
rReroil, 

Indeed Bellarmine dares not take 
vpon him to iuſtific, bur doth one- 
ly indeauour to qualifie this flippe 
of Peters, ſaying, 1ſta ſi curieſitas di- 
cenda, venia digniſcima eft, It you 
call this curioſity,it is very pardona- 
ble, in regard of Peters loue to John. 
To whom I doe willingly condil- 

| cend ; 
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cend ; yet this onely trees Peter, 

tanto, not 41019, Now, curiolſitic | altogether, 
in minutiſsimis, cuen in the ſinalleſt 
matters 15 to be reſtrained,and auoi- 


» 


| 


Confeſſions. And: ſo our Sauiours | '*: 35: 
quid comes in here to checke Peters | 

guid, like his 7, to checke the mans 
/# in the ninth of Marke,?f thou canit 
dge any thing, faith the father of the 


leene,faith Chriſt. For ſo,when Pe- 
ter askes, Hic autem quid ? What ſhall 
Tohn doe: Chriſt anſwers, 24d ad 
te: Whatis that tothee ? And the 
Syriacke doubles the checke with 
an emphefis, Ad te,quid ad tc? What 
is that to thee,to thee 7 

_ This curioſity, as it was the finne 
of our firſt Parents ; ſo is defcen- 
ded to all their poſterity. Hence it 
is, that the boaſting Phariſce inſblts 
ouer others ſo difdainfully, / az ot | Luke 18.11. 
as other men, extorttoners, Vniuit, a- 
dultertys, nor ener as this Publican. 
\ Bur, 


» 4| Tnpart, not 


ded, as S. © Auznitine ſhewes in his | Aug»/?.confe/, 


poſſeſſed Childe ; 1F thou can#t_be-| Muk g,2z.2z 


ſw 
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Iugurth. 


2 Sam.6.6, 


; Eſa.1r,12. 


1very buſie this ny 6 


86 
| Bur, Buid ad illumt What hath hee |, 
Rom.14.% | ;0 doewith that? Who art thou that 


tudgeft another mans ſeruant? ence 
it is thar there are ſo many refor- 
mers of our Church, Zriam opifices 
quorum res fideſq. in manibus ſite 
ſuat, Even meere Handicrafts men, 
whoſe credit, wealth (and wit) lyes 
in their hands (as Salu# ſpeakes of 
the Roman faCtious Plebetans ) are 
They thinke 
they ſee the Arke ſhake ; and with 
Yzza, they will take ypon them to 
ſtay it: but quid adess,(if it were (o) 
what haue they to doe with that ? 
Who required this at their hands 
Yea, from this corrupt humour it 
comes, that there is ſcarce ſo meane 
a Mechanicke, or filly ruſticke , but 
is ready to cenſure the Church, the 
King, the State , but Quid ad cos? 
What haue they to do with matters 
and myſteries of States Ne ſutor 
vltra crepidam , it becomes them 
well to keepe themſclues within 


their 


—— ———_ 
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their own /aits and lifts, according 
ro the Apoſtles aduiſe, Let vs fudze | .Thel.qez1, 
ro be quiet, 7 t0 medale with our own | 
buſineſſe. It may be obiected that S, 
Paul exhorts vs to conſider other | Phil.2.4. 
mens buſineſſe. And it is true ; But 
there is ſolicitudo charitats, ef curi. 
oſitatis, A care and confideration of 
charitie, and the like of curioſitic , 
Theone is to counſcll, comfort, and 
relicue; the other onelyto pry, to | 
know,to cenſure. The one hath the | 
warrant of a calling,the other ariſes 
forth of a pragmaticall difpoſirion, 
and is the trade of buſtbodies ; that | 
the Apoſtle commends ; this he 
condemnes. | 
| But it is no meruaile that curioſi- 
tie is buſte with mens affaires, when 
| it feares not to intrude it felte into 
Gods ſecrets. One is bufily ſearch- 
ing, when the day of Tudgement 
ſhall be? another queſtions why 
the world was made no ſooner * 
another what God did befbre he 
G'4 made 


 O— 


D—_—— 


— 


38 | A Checke to Cnrioſitie, 


made the world? Ts whom ( as S. 

Ang .coufeſſ . , , | 
lib.11.c42.12. | Auguſtine (aith ) it might well be an- 
| ſwered, Alta' ſcrutantibus gehennam 
parauit,He was making hell for fuch 
| curious inquiſitors, - 5 Wet 'F. 
Vherelocuer oar Sautour meets 
with this vice,itneuer goes without 
a checke. When the Diſcipledte 
Ag.1.67, |manded of him, Lord wilt thou at 
this time reftore the Kingdome to 
Iſrael? Hetooke them vp thus, It is 
ro! for you to know the times or the| 
ſeaſons, which the Father hath put in 
| 1s owne power, Yea when his Mo- 
| ther ſaid to him ar the marriage in 
7 OE 3,4, |CanainCalile,T hey hane no wine. He 
anſwered her, Woman what hauef to | 
| doewith thee © mine houye is not-yct| 
come, Neque Ambroſius Veritus ef 
| dicere ,. Chriſlem arguiſſe mairem, 
| And S. Ambroſe was not afraid ro 
ſay that Chriſt reproucd his'mo- 

| ther, ſaith 1anſerins. 

Whena buſte fdlow was 'verie 
inqunfitiue- concerning the gods, 
Euitid 


4 
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Ewttid aniwered him well, Cerey a 
neſcio, 11nd ſcio quod oders curioſes, 
Other things I know nor, but well 
I know that they hate curious que- 
ſtioniſtes, 

And indeed curiofirie doth iuſtly 
deſerve a checke. Ir is both odious 
and dangerous. Selomon faith, It is 
the Gloric of God to conceale a ſecret, 
And is it not then inglorious to him 


when nienſhall bufily and curiouſly | 


pry into that which he hath con- 
cealed 2 Who hath knowne the minde 
of the Lord 2 or who hath beene his 
councellor * ſaith the Apoſtle. Hap- 
Ny are we if we may be of his 

ourt, though we be none of his 
Councell. It wasa juſt puniſhment 
vpon our firſt Parents that they 
were infatuated, for deſiting to 
match God in knowledge. And ir 
is veric iuſt that thoſe, who in ſacred 


things will ſore beyond their pitch, | 


haue the cics of their vnderſtanding 


dazled, and when they thinke to be 
| moſt 
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Munſft.coſmoz. 


Leſerip, lralie, 


Pal,z 6.6, 


Rom.1 I:33« 


| 90 

moſt wiſe,turne fooles, like them in 
Rom. 1.22, |thefirſtrothe Romans, The men of 
c.Sam.6.19: | Beghſhemeſh ſmarted verie worthily 


for prying into the Arke, And Pom. 
pey for ruſhing into the Sarttum 
ſanftorym, And did not Pliny loſe 
his life by his curious ſearching af- 
ter Mount Fejrane: Gods iu1gments 
(ſaith Dauid) are like 4 great deepe , 
and who is able to diue into the 
bottome of them 2 Notthe bleſſed 
Apoſtle,who rather adores,admires 
then ſeekes to comprehend them. 
0 altitndo, O the deepeneſſe of the 
riches both of the wiſdome and know- 
ledge of God How wnſearchable are 
his indgements , and his waies pa#t 
finding out | 

That is an euill and a vſuall fruit 
of curioſttie, which S. Auguſtine 
ſpeaks of, Curioſites inuenit hereſim, 
Curiofitie hath beene the author of 
hereſfie. And what elſe hath incom- 
bred the Church with Arms 
quiddities, and 7 orſlins.,.horrible 


blaſphe- 
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| And what elſe hath caſt diuers 
( from their diſlike of our Church 
gouernment ) into thoſe lamentable 
gulfes of Browniſme, Anabaptiſme, 
Arianiſite * Curiofitie can finde no 
center to reſt on, but leades men in- 
ro endleſſe Jabyrinthes. It is a 
drunken humour, and intoxicates 
exceedingly. Therefore the Apo- 
ſtle cxhorts men to wpderitand ac- 
cording to ſobrictie, How haue the 
Schoolemen, & ſome others puſled 
themſelues about that queſtion, 
why Chriſt ſhould loue 79» more 
then the other Diſciples 2 I am nor 
1gnorant that diucrs probable rea- 
ons may be rendred. But it 15, in 
my iudgement, a mecre curious 
queſtion, and deſerues a quid ad ter 
For,thall the ſeruant call his maſter, 
or the ſubiect his ſoucraigne to ac- 
compt 2 Muſt Chriſt giuea reaſon 
to lilly (infull men of his affetions 
and actions? This is 1emeraria ſcien- 
Ha, 


Oe Ie re ern 


blaſphemies, bur proud curioſitie ? | 


Rom.12-3, 
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tia, a5 S. Auitine calls it. It ſhall be 
our wiſdoine, that webe content to 
be ignorant, where rhe Scripture is 
filent. As the Lord fer markes and 
bounds at Mount $7247, ſo hath he 
for the ſearching of his ſacred and 
ſecret councels. Thar is a worthy 
queſtion of Lattantivs, Quid ergo 
quers, que nec ſcire potes, nec fi ſcias 
beatior fias ? Wiy ſhould a man 
hun: after the knowledge of thoſe 
things, which he cannot attaine to 7 
and which being attained to, can 
make him nenuer -a whit better 
or more bleſſed 2 If a man were 
the acuteſt Logitian, the moſt clo. 
quent Orator, the profoundeſt Mi- 
thematician in the world. If he 
knew all the motions, conſtellarions, 
and influences of rhe heauens ; and 
were able with Solomon to dil. 
courle of Beaſts, and Birds,and Ve- 
gctables, from the Cedar of Liba- 
nonto the Hyſop onthe wall : Yet 
if chat vm wereſſariam be wan- 

ting 
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| Prana tanes- 
ring, he doth but ex arena funiculgs Knit cords of 
nettere, All that knowledge is bur, OY 
mecre vanitic and idle curiofitie. It 
is wholeſome doctrine that makes a 2.Tim:4ao, 
Chriſtian batle in grace. One dram| 
of Divine knowledge tending to 
ſaluation,is more worth then all the 
abſtruſe ſpeculations of the moſt 
curious Artiſtes in the world. 
That is good counſell of the Son 
of S grach, In ſupernacantis rebus CFC. Eccleſ.3.24. 
Be not curious in ſuperfluous mar-| 
ters. And that of Chryſo5tomes ber-| chryſe in lob, 
cer ; Traduce haxc curioſitatem ad cu. bom 3. 
ram ſalutiis tus,Change this curioli-| 
tie into a carc of thy ſaſuation. And 
what elſe did our Sauour intend, 
when to one asking, Lord are there| Luk.13.24, 
many that ſhall be ſaued : He anſwe- 
red, Strive 19 enter in at the firait 
gate, As if he ſhould fay, 24d ad te? 
What haſt thou ro doe with the 
4 number of them that ſhall be ſaued? 
| Rather conſider the diffticultic, and 4 
| know, It 1s thy dutie to vſe all dili- '»#þ 
gence | 
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gence for the obtaining of eternall 
ſaluation. Therefore to conclude,if 
we will be inquiſttiue , Ler vs chang 
Peters quid into Pagles quid, A.g, 
Domine quid me vis facere? Lord 
what wilt thouthat I ſhall doe £ and 
into the Gaolers quid, Act.16. Qnid 
me oportet facere vt ſalvus fiam? Sirs 


| what muſt I doe ro be ſaued £ and 


into Davids quid, Pſalm.116. Quid 
retribuam? What ſhall I render vnto 
the Lord forall his benefits towards 
me ? Let vs Studie to make our cleti- 
on ſure, as S. Peter exhorts. Theſe 
indeede are worthy inquifitions ; 
this is a neceflarie ſtudie , which, 
when all frothy curioſttic ſhall ya- 
niſh, will yeeld vs comfort in this 
life, and makevs eternally bleſſed in 
the life to come. 
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Ionn. 21. 22. 


4 Follow thou me. 
|E FOV haue heard that 


d theſe words containe 
WE our Saulours Repre- 
henſ1op,and his 1nnp- 
(10n, In the one he 
checkes Peter for his curioſitie. In 
the other he preſcribes him his du- 
1 tie. In the Reprehenfion I noted 


the ſoueraigntic of Chriſts ſacred 
- [and ſecret will, concerning ohm. 
Concer- 


FOTOS 


f" ING 


. 


| De Agone (bris 


ftiana, cap.30, 


| Euſeb, Emiſſ. 
Hom,de lohan, 
Enangel, 


| 


| 
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Concerning which Peter being 18- 
uiſitics heares from our Sautour, 
hen uid ad te: What is that to} 
thee 2 And now I come to the In- 
junction, Follow thou me, 
It is a ſtrange ſpeech of Saxgers 
in his ſixth Booke De Yiſbil; Mo- 
narchia, Inhoc teto ſermone Chriſt: 
nhil voluit alits commune eum Petrg 
eſſe. In all this ſpeech Chriſt would 
that no man ſhould haue any thing 
to doe but onely Peter. A moſt ab- 
ſurd and falſe poſition. For concer- | 
ning ſome part of the ſpeech, Saint 
Auguſtine ſaith, Cam ei ficitur 0m- 
nibus dicicur, Amas me? paſce oucs 
mcas, Where it is ſaid to Peter, Lo- 
ueſt thou me 2 teed my Sheepe, it 1s 
ſaid to all Paſtors. And concerning 
the other, Euſebirs Emiſſenus ſaith 
in like tearmes, 20d Petro. dicitur 
omnibus dicituy, Sequere me. That 
which is ſaid ro Peter is ſaid to all, 
Follow. me. Yea this is not. ſpoken 
ro the Diſciples onely, but to cuerie | 
parti- 


— 


| OO be ſafet Service, 


97 


particular Chriſtian, 204 Petro dj. 


rezulam, Iris arule of direction to 
{all men. As our Sautour ſaid to the 
Diſciples of watching,Vhat 7 ſay to 
you, I ſay to all men,watch : So may 1 
4 ſay, What he ſaith to Peter, he ſaith 
|:o cucric man, Follow me. For cuerie 
one hath giuen his name to Chriſt, 
and receiued the name of a Chriſti- 


[his follower. 'Chriſt entertaines 
none into his ſeruice, but vpon that 
condition,1f awy man will come after 
me, let him denie himclfe, and take 
wp his croſſc,and follow me. 

The ancicnr Fathers haue expre[- 
ſed this following of Chriſt in di- 
ucrs phraſes, by way of explication. 
No paſſibus corpors,ſed cords, faith 
S, Auguſtine, This following is not 
corporall, but ſpirituall. We muſt 
follow Chriſt, not with the fect of 
the bodie, but with the affection of 
the heart. And Saint Angn#ine and 


Jan from Chriſt, becauſe he becomes | 


COFite 


Simon de Caffia 


Mark, 13,37. 


Luk.g.23, 


AndS, Bern, 
Nog corpoye ſed 


S, Hier 14 Mat. 
20,Non pede- | 
bus ſed vartu- 
tibzus, 

Ang, Hom 23, 


ct 
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Grezorie likewiſe ſhew.,that this fol. 
lowing of Chriſt is the imitating o 


him in holineſle, and righteouſnciſe 


of life and conuerſation. Theſe are 
by Dauzd called rhe pathes of righte- 
ouſneſſe,Pſal.23.3. And Pſal.119.he 


defires to tread them, ſaying, Make| 


me to walke in thy commandements. 
The Seafaring man ,- that will be 
proſperous in his voyage, muſt pro- 
poſe to himſelfe a ſafe haven, a good 
way, and a skilfull Pilot. Behold 
here, Heauen is our Haven, Chriſt 
Teſus our Pilot, and for the way he 
hath giuen vs an exat Card, Yea 
he himſelfe is our Cy»oſura,and our 
eye muſt be ſtill fixed ypon him, #e 
Authour and finiſher jp on Faith, 
Itis true, We ſhould line by rules, 
and not by examples. But this exam- 
ple is beyond all rules. YValidior vox 
operts quam ors, The voice of works 
15 more forccable then the voice of 
words. Morall demonſtrations are 
more powerfull thenall the Logical 


that | 
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V hci by all the teafons he can'vſe. 
And behold Chriſt Teſus is ourgra-} 
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;at can be deuiſed, - The Phylitian 
1+! >zeuaile more with his Patient 
by caſting the medicine himlelfe, 


cious Phyition,and hath taken that 
courſe. He is our Captaine, and re- 
quires no-Souldier to ſet one foot 
turther then himſelfe hath gone. 
All other guides muſt be follow- 


Be you followers of me, as I am 'of 
Chri#, And reaſon. For albeit rhe 
bleſſed Apoſtles, as they were- our 
Sauiours Secretaries, were priut- 
ledged from error in matter of Do- 
Arine;yet were they not from aber- 
rations of life and conuerfation, Pe- 
ter himſclfe did not «%:mdti, He wal: 
ked not with a right foot, But this 
guide muſt be followed abſolutely 
in-the pathes of his precepts and 
practiſe; -as being an exact patterne 
of perfeftion. God manifeited in 
the Fleſh, infified in the Spirit, ſeene 

H - 


ed witha Quatenus,as S. Pant ſaith, | 
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1 Cor,11.1, 


Gal.2.14, 


2 
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| received vp intoGlerie, And he it is 
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of CAnge(s, g__ of 10 the Gen- 
tiles, belecued on in the World, and 


that ſaith, Follow thou me. / 
Theſe words I might diuide into 

three parts, according to the num- 

ber oft the words. , 

\. As firſt, an Action, Fellow. 
Second,the Agent,thos.: 
Third,the ObieR,me. 


1 chea leycrall y 


I 


Jointly rather | 


|-{-ButI intend for more plainneſſe 


to handle this Injunction, conmmr- 
dim, rather then dizifium. ; and in 
ſtead of thoſe three parts,to obſerue 
theſe three paſſages. 

x The matters wherein we muſt 
follow Chriſt, 

2 The manner how wee- muſt 
follow him. 

3 The motiues why we ſhould 


|follow him: 


Concernivg thc matters wherein 
wee muſt follow Chriſt; wee will 
conſider the ſame firſt Negatimely, | 
then Aff irmatineh, 


Neeatinely, 


T he ſafeit Sernice, 


Neeatinely,that we may {ce what 
athes we are toauoyd in our fol- 
owing of Chriſt. 

LE And firſt, wee are not to follow 
.. ſhim in his miraculous workes; they 
areno pathes for vs. And thereforc 
where as our Sauiour ſaith, Mat.rr, 
Learne of mee, S.. AuguiHine ſaith, 
what to doe? Not to create the 
world, to walke on the water , to 
raiſe the dead. Wee muſt follow 
him, Non in quantum filius Dei , ſed 
in quantum filins homing, Not as he 
was the ſonne of God, but as he was 
the ſonne of man.,as the ſame Father 
ſaith. For in his miracles his divine 
vertue did concurre with the kuma- 
nity. Whenhe fed thar multitude 
with fiue loaucs and two fiſhes, the 
humanity did breake the bread, the 
diuinity did multiply ir. When he 
raiſed Lazarus, the humanity ſaic, 
Come forth, butthe diuinity put life 
into him, 


_—  — 


Secondly, As we muſt not attempt 
Hz the 


Aug. de bonts 
comugal, c.1 7. 


Aug, de ſanil, | 


VIYgUE.CAL7 


Mar.14.19, 


Toh.11.43. 
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ECl.63.3. 


Bernard, m 


Cant, ſer, 61, 
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| uiour did ordinarily fit when he 
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the following of Chriſt in his mira- 
culous workes;{o muſt we not in his 
ſatisfactory, and meritorious, We 
may, we fnuſt follow him in thoſe, 
as occaſion ſhall be offered, in re- 
ſpeR ofthe matter, and the forme, 
but not in regard of the end, For 
alas;all other workes(be they actinue 
or paſſiue ) come far to ſhort of 
mcerir and ſatisfation. They muſt 
be of infinite value, that muſt merit 


and make ſatisfaction to the infinite]: 


luſtice of God ; therefore we muſt 
leaue that alone to Chriſt, who grod 
the wine.preſſe alone, And the.beſt 
man liuing muſt ſay with S.Bernard, 
Meritum meum miſerationes dominti, 
The Lords merctcs are my merit, 
'Thirdly, Wee are not bound to 
follow Chriſt in cucric .circumſtan- 
tiall action of his, where we haue no 
precept. As for an inſtance,our Sa- 


preached, as all the Euangeliſts doe 
ſhew. Yet1s thisno abſolute rule of 


+ a 


direaion 


— 
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dirc&tion to vs, He caſt himſelfe 
vpon his face in —_—_ as we reade 
inthe rwentie ſixth of S. Mathew. 
We are not bound foto doe when 
we pray. And if he had fit ar the 
inſticurion of the Lords Supper, 
( which though many vrge, yet no 
man 1s able co proue to mc ) yer 
were we not bound therein to imi- 
tate him without a precept. 

Thus much for our direQtion ne- 
gatiuely, 

Now concerning the pathes af- 
firmatinely, _ 

Theſe I might divide Scholaſti- 
cally, Bur my deſire is to dire you 
the. plaine way to Heauen, and ſo to 
commend ynto you ſome cſpeciall 
pathes wherein eueric faithfull 
Chriſtian muſt follow Chriſt , if 
euer he looke to come to Heaucn 
after him. 

The firſt and chiefeſt is the path 


n— 


of Pretie, which is Yerus Det culius, 
The true worſhip of God,wherein 


Our 


Mat, 2 6.39. 


Avg ep1;”. 5 7 | 
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 |Nameof God, and religious recei- 


| in the parhes of Pictic. 


our Sautour walked abundantly.He 
preached inthe day, and prayed in 
the night, He was zealous of Gods 
glorie, even to 4 conſumption, as it | .. 
were; according to that in the ſe- 
cond of 1ohn,T be zeale of thy Houſe 
hath eaten me vp. Inſo much that 
when hce ſaw God diſhonoured 
and his Houſe profaned , though 
hee were the meckeſt that euer 
liued, yet was hee moucd with in-| 
dignation , and whipt the buyers 
and ſellers out of dores. And fo 
thould cucrie good Chriſtian take 
ir to heart , when hee ſees God 
diſhonoured. 

Thus the Magiſtrate in ruling,the 
Minſter in preaching, and euerie 
Chriſtian, in reuercnd hearing of 
tae Word, deuour calling vpon the 


uing of the Sacrament,mult indea- 
uour the aduancement of Gods glo- 
ric, &ſ0 folloyy our blefled Sautour 


2 Thel 
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2. The ſecond path, wherein we 
muſt follow Chriſt, is the path of 
Chriſtian Lowe and Charitie, and 
this we muſt haue both Au & af- 
fefta, in aftion and affection. If one 
ive a poore man good words, and 
Line him not thoſe things which are 
needfull to the body , what helpeth it: 
Andif a man ſhould feed the poore, 
and gine his body to be burned, and 
haue not loue, it profiteth nothing, Be 
you followers of God as deare children 
(ſairh the Apoltle) and walke in lowe 
as Chriſt hath lowed ws, and ginen 
himſclfe for vs. This loue is the bond 
of perfection, and the badge of Chri- 

fanitie, Yea that xatwr, as Chyift 
hath loved vs, calles both for the 
manner and meaſure of our loue, 
both intenfiue and extenſtue:it muſt 
be intenſtne as our Sautours was, 
A's hee ſo loued vs, that hee laide 
downe hs life for vs , we ought alſo 


to lay down our lines for the brethren, 


2. It muſt be extenſjue. As Chriſt 


| 


loued 


IOs 


Bern. 11 Cant. 
Serm,50, 


Iam, 2-16, 


1,Cor, 13,3. 


Ephe5.1,2. 


Colofl, 3.14: 


loh, 12-35, 


(haritatem | 
exigit mtenſan 
Chry/ oft. in 
I.Cor. bom.33, 
1,loh. 3,16, 
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loued vs euci when we wete cne- 
mics, Rom, 5, $0 maſt we doc, ex- 
| cept wee will be meere Phariſcs, 
Matth, 5. Such was his loue and}. 
compalsion tro his enemies, that in 
the middeſt of all their rage and fury 
Luke 23, 34, | he prayed for them, Father, for- 
ine them, for they know not what 
they doe. And the the he requires of 
vs, ſaying, Loue your enemies : bleſſe 
Math,$.44 | ther that curſe you ; dee good to them 

h that hate you, and pray for them that | 
perſecnte you, that you may be the 
children of your Father which is in y p 
heauen, 

3. Thethird eſpeciall path where- 
in we mult follow our Sauour, 1s 
Humtlitie, This isaleſlon which he 
commends vnto vs in eſpeciall man- 
ner,by his precept,and gratious pro- | 


Math.11, 29, | Miſe annexed to it. Leayne of me that 
| I am mceke & lowly in heart, and you 
| | ſhallfinde re#t to your ſoules, Dux no- f 


Avgelt. bom, | $45 [#17 44 ſuperbiam , The deuill 


mz-cxgo. |( ſauch S. Avgnſtine) was our ringlea- 
| der 
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der to pride, let vs follow Chriſt 
our guide to humilitie. And mthis 
our Sauiour was an admirable pat- 
cerne, as the Apoſtle ſhewes, Phil, 
2. For when he was equall to God, he 
made himſclfe of no repmation , he 
did diſrobe himſclfe of his glory, 
wimn, even cmpricd himſelfe as it 
were of his diuine dignitie, to vn- 
dertake a baſe and humble condition 
for our ſakes; and ſtooped downe 
from the throne of his Maieſtie, ro 


[raiſe vs vp who were fallen into 


che gulte of miſery. This Humility 
is radtx Virtsium , cuen the roote 
of all dinine vertues, For the hum- 
ble vallyes are fruitfull, when the 
higher mountaines are barreine, God 
ric the proud and gineth grace to 
the humble, This vertue is not to be 


found in the gardens of Philoſo: | 


phy,but to be learned in the ſchoole 
of our Sautour, Iris the foundation 
of our aduancement in heauen, and, 
the lower we lay this foundation, 

| the 


Phil,2.9. 


Iam.4,6, 
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: Phil. 2.3,9, 


Luke 183. 14+ 


he Latent bib, Fo 
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the ſafer and ſtronger is our buil- 
ding. S. 4u2u#ine compares heauen 
ro a ſtately Palace with a lowe 
doore, a man muſt ſtoope that will 


our, ſo muſt it be with his ſeruants, 
there went an exin4niu't beforc an 
exalanit, he humbled himſelfe, and 
God exalted him, For, ſo ſaith our 
Sauiour, He that humbleth himſelfe 
ſhall be exalted, 

4+ The fourth path wherein we 
muſt follow Chriſt is the path of 
Pattence, which is, Malorum £qu471 
mitate perlatio, moderate & patient 
bearing of injuries and euils. And 
hereunto you are called , ſaith the A- 
poſtle Peter, For Chriit alſs ſuff ered 
for vs, leauin 7 Vs an example that we 
(ould walke in hy feppes. Oh the dil- 
oraccfull ſcoffes and mockes that he 
was ſubie& ro! the reprochfull 


{taunts and reuilings that he indured ! 


the cxtreame violence that he ſu- 


ſtained, and all this with admirable 
| and 


: 


goc into it. As it was with our Saui-| 


| 


te DA. 
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and ynmooueable patience ! When 
he-came to a Cite of the Samari- 
ranes that would not entertaine 
him, the Diſciples, forth of their 
vehement indignation, would haue 
called for fire from heauer;: but he 
rebuked them, ſaying, 7 on kyow not 
of what ſpirit you are, In the middeſt 
of all iniuries and oppoſitions, ſuch 
was. his meckeneſle and patience, 
That he did not ſtrive , neither was 
hi worce heard in the ſtrectes, When 


he was lcd as a ſheepe, not only be-| 


fore theſhearergbur euen the ſlaugh- 
rerer, he was: dumbe, and opened 
not his mouth; And all this he, who 
in his humane nature was nobly de- 
ſcended ofthe blood Royall, and in 
his diuine was and is God bleſſed for 
ener , induredat the hands of igno- 
ble, baſe, and ſinfull wretches, 

5+ The fift eſpecial] path where. 
in.-we muſt follow Chriſt, is the 
path of 0bedrence. In whichas he 
walked, ſo muſt we aff edtine, attiue, 


-  paſsine, | 


Math, 13, 19. 


Aﬀetis, | ; 


lng Adtion, 
C Paſſion. | 
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Math.25.39. 


Heb, 19.7. 
Caly, im Loc. 


Phil.z 9 3 e 


law,5.8. 


IoPct. 3. I 7. 


Ads 21.13, 


| his Fathers will, ſaying, Not 4s will, 


1 Actiue obedience likewiſe he was 
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paſoeue, as the Schooleman ſpcakes. | 
For the firſt, he applyed his will to. 


but as thou wilt: and ſo muſt we,that 
we may ſay with them, A##, 20. 14. 
Thewill of the Lordbe done. Inhis 


ready and reſolute z Yea profeſſed 
himſclfe to be in the number of 
thoſe, who are in the Lords Cata- 
logue of obedient ſexuants. And ſoas 
wepray,thy will be done, we muſt be 
willing to doe it. Bur in his Paſſiue 
obedience he was yet more admira- 
ble, when hee was obedient to the 
death , enen the death of the croſſe, 
And ſo muſt we endeauour to ſervle 
our hearts ,thatjf it be the Lords will 
to call us to the fiery trial, we may 
be able to ſay with that blefled A. 
poſtle, I am ready not only to bee 
bound, but alſs to dye for the name of 
the Lord leſis. Loe,theſe arc ſome 
of thoſe eſpeciali pathes , wherein 


we muſt follow Chriſt,that by them 


Ee we 


__ lu... ti. 
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we may beguidedto the kingdome 
of heauen. 


2. BY: forma dat efſe. And the 

manner of our walking con- 
ducerh much to the Bene eſſe of our 
following Chriſt, For the beſt ſer- 
uices we take in hand, or tender to 


can finde neither reſpetnor reward 
from his hands, Therefore we will 
conſider the manner how we muſt 
follow Chriſt, which is the ſecond 
maine point I propoſed. And in this 
there are foure eſpeciall circum- 
ſtances robe obſerued. 

Firſt, Wee muſt ſee, that we fol- 
low Chriſt ſincerely, For ſinceritic 
is that which ſeaſons all our aQi- 
ons, and makes them acceptable ro 
Almightie God. This the Lord 
required of Abraham in that mu. 
ruall coucnant,, Genefis 17, Walke 
before me,and be thou vpright. And 


concerning this Daxid gaue that 
charec 


God, if they want their due forme, | 


The well 
beiag, 
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1,Chro.28.9, 


Math,23 , 


Boni vidert vo- 
lunt ſed now 
eſſe,crc. 
Bern.un Cant. 
Serm.66. 
Protty2 1.1. 
Plal.$1. 
Mich.6.7. 
Prou, 23. 26. 
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charge ro Salomon his ſonne, That 

he ſhould ſerue the Lord with an wvp- 
right heart, Our Sauiour manife- 
ſted his harred to Hypocrifie, by 
thole many woes thundred out a- | 
gainſt it, and admoniſhed his Diſ- 
ciples to beware of that Phariſaicall 
leauen. And reaſon, for it eates out 
the {weetnes of Religion;and com- 
monly where religion begins in hy- 


=— 


or Apoſtaſie, This is the conditi- 
on of hypocrites , They wonld ſeeme 
#0 be good, bat will not be ſo: they will 
be eml!, but would not ſteme ſo. Burt 
the Lord pongereth the Sparits, and 
ldues truth inthe inward parts. It is 
not the thouſands of rammes, nor ten 
thouſand risers of oyle, that he re- 
gards, Ir is the ſincere heart that 
he delights in. Ruſtic golds better 
then the brighteſt brafſe ; And fin- 
ccritie, though in weakenefle ,' is a 
thouſand times better then pom- 
pous hypocrifie, Whatſocuer poore 
ſeruices | 
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ſeruices therfore weare able toren- 
derto God,let them be done inſim- 
plicitie,8& ſinglenes of heart: that, we 
may heare from our Sautour that 
Euge ſerue bone, Wcl done thou good 
ſcruant and faithfull, thou haſt bin 
faithfull in a little, I will make thee 
ruler over much. And ſet downe this 
for an axiom , An hypocrite ts no fit 
follower forChrift.2.\We mult follow 
Chriſt d:ligentlyg+ reſolutely, As our 
Saviour.whe he went to Terufalem, 
where he was to be perſecuted, and 
put.to deach ; the Euangeliſt ſaith, 


He ſetled himſclfe faly, or,as it is in| 


the originall, He hardrned his faceto 
goe to leruſalem. And therefore the 
Scriptures y2eld ſich phrates, as re- 


quire this diligence & reſolutio. We | 


muſt aske,ſeeke,knock,that rhe doore 
of mercy may be opened to ys. 
We muſt /{rine, like Champions, to 
enter an at the [lraite 2MMe. Can a ma- 


ſter indure to ſec his ſeruant goe la- | 
zily about his buſineſle 2 ſurely no; | 


I neither 


Math.25, 23+ 


Math,7.7, 


agen:g0008, 
Luke 13, 24, 
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[Math,4,2 0, 
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Math, 26.53, 
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neither can the Lord. And there- | 
fore there is a curſe denounced a- 
eainſt him that doth the worke of 
the Lord negligently. He that loues 
a cheerefull giuer, loues a cheere- 
full follower. Carelefſe following 
argues want of loue, and the Lord 
cares little for it I know, belouedgr 
is with vs in our ations, as it is with 
the motion of a clocke which 
orowes weake and flag by degrees; 
As Chryſoſtome obſerues of Peter - 
Cepit ambulaye longinquins , he that 
at firſt , mx ammediately followed 
Chriſt , began ar laſt to follow him 
ſlowly. Therefore when we finde 
the motion of our Chriſtian endea-. 
uours to waxe weake, wee muſt 
winde vp the plummets by earneſt 


|and feruent prayer, that ſo we may 


follow our Sauiour reſolutely and 
diligently, | 

Thirdly, We muſt follow Chriſt 
totally. We muſt not obſerue the 


commandements of the firſt table, 
and 


The ſafe# Sernice, 


and neglect the ſecond; for thar is 
plaine hypocrifte : nor obſerue the 
ſecond and negled the firſt, for that 


{is meere moralitie. We muſt nor be 


like Herod, who heard lohn Baptiſt 
gladly, and did many things, but re- 


{{olued to keepe one eſpeciall finne, 


like a ſweet morſel vnger hs tongue. 
We muſt not be like the Iewes, who 
drew neere tothe Lord with their lips, 
but their hearts were farre from him, 
but we muſt ſay with Daxid, © God 
my heart is prepared. 

We muſt not attribute our ſalua- 
tion partly to the merits of Chriſt, 
and partly to the merits of men; bur 
we muſt ſay with that bleſſed mar- 
tyr , Only Chyi#t, only Chriſt, Wee 
'muſtnor halt berweene two religi- 
ons, as the Iſraclites 474 betweene two 
opinions. The Lord, in the time of 
the Law could nor abide any gar- 


woollen: Andſurcly he cannot a- 


I 2 the 


ment to bee made of linnen and} 


bide any linſfie wolfie proteſlors of | 


Matk.6. 20, 


lob 20.12. 
Ifa.2g: 13, 


Plal.75.7. 


i.Reg.18,21. 


þ 
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I. Reg.3.26, 


1 
vu 


Mathe $ * 2 2+ 


Bin, Pſal. 
9 1.Serm 3, 


Gen.,23.12, 


the Goſpel. He can be no good {er- 
uant to Chriſt, that is a ſecret retai- 
ner to Antichriſt. Chriſt is like the 
naturall mother of the childe, that 
would either haue all or none of it. 
Therefore when the yong man de- 


|fired that he might goe and burie 


his father, our Sauiour anſwered, 
Let the dead bury the dead , follow 
thou me, As if he ſhould fay, If thou 
wilt be my follower, thou muſt to- 
tally addi thy ſelfe tome. Now 
this is not invidentie, ſed proutden- 
tie : T otum ſibi manere inbet, me tibi 
pereat, Chriſt doth this forth of his 
ſingular prouidence: He would pre- 
ſeruc all ro himſelfe, leſt all periſh 
and be loſt to thee,ſaith Bernard, 
Fourthly, We muſt follow Chriſt 
Conſtantly. Religion is in Scripture 
compared to a walke , which tea- 
ches vs that we muſt not ſerue God 


'by firs. We muſt imitate the An- | 
'gels on Jacovs ladder, that were till 
| going vp and downe, We muſtnot | | 


_—_ 


| follow 


Wopttd His happinefle I fay, for 
| I 3 : 
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follow Chriſt only when he is fol- 
lowed with Heſannaes, bur cuen 
when he is purſued with Crxcifiges. 
This was the fault of the Galarhi- 
ans, that they began well, yet atd not 
perſeuere , but were like Ephraim, 
who turxed backe inthe day of bat- 
tell- And ſo are there many that 
haue good motions, good meditati- 
ons, and purpoſesto follow Chriſt, 
bur they ſuffer them to vaniſh, and, 
they flart aſide like deceitfull bowes. 
It was to {mall purpoſe that Los i 
wife departed qut of Sodome;when 
for okiog backe ſhe was 1wrned 31. 
t0 a piller of ſalt. 'Nor was it much, 
that the Iſraclites went out of AM- 
gypt, when for their murmuring 
they periſhed in the wildernes. Our 
Sauiour ſuffered many afflitions in 
his paſſion, but neuer reſted till 
there was a conſummatum eſt. And 
this was the praiſe and happineſle 
of Caleb , that he followed the Lord 


Sola | 


Gal. 5.7. 


Plal.7 8.9. 


Gen,! 9,26 


loh. 19,30. 
it 15 finiſhed, 


Numb, 14,24 
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Bern. Serm, I, 
in Paſcha. 


Math, 10. 22. 


loh.1 7 «4+ : 


2 Tim. 4.8, 


1, From 
matter of c- 


| 


Sola perſenerantia coronatur , ſaith 


| for the manner how we muſt fol. 
| low Chriſt, 
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Bernard : Only perſeuerance gaines 
the crowne of glory. And ſo faith 
our Sauiour , He that indures tothe 
end ſhall bee ſaued, According to 
which method he made his prayer 
a lirtle before his death ; 1 hane glo- 
rified thec on earth, I hawe finiſhed the 
worke thou gaueſt me to doe, and yow 
0 Father glorifie me, And the blcſ 
[cd Apoſtle after the ſame manner 
concludes very comfortably, 7 hane 
fourht the good fight, I haue finiſhed 
my courſe, I haue kept the Faith, 
henceforth there is laid wp for me a 
crowne of righteouſneſſe, which the 
Lord the righteows indge ſhall gine me 
at that day. And fo much briefely 


'% Ow to the motives, which 
may induce vs thus to fol. 
low Chriſt ; which I may reduce 


quitic: | to theſe three heads : the 1. 


tate, 


4b £qui- | 


bp] 
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|. ns | 
tate, the 2. 4 periculo, the 3. 4 bene-| 2+ From the 
danger of 
cio. | —_ 
1. And firſt the fauours and mer- | ;. From the 
cies wee haue recciued from our | Penefis 
which accrew 


bleſſed Sauiour, ſhould in cquitie 


be vnto vs a ſtrong bond of obedi- | 


ence. In odore vngnentorum, Inthe 
odour of his ſweet oyntments wee 
ſhould runne after him. As blind 
Bartimeus, when he was reſtorcd to 
his ſight, followed him in the way : 
ſo ſhould we inthoſe waics I haue 
mentioned. Eum ſequebantur, quo: 
rum ſaluabat animas ſanabat corpora, 
Thoſe became Chrifts followers, 
whoſe bodies he healed, and whoſe 
ſoules he ſaued; And reaſon : For 
theſe are the cords of men, and the 
bonds of loue that Hoſe ſpeakes of, 
And to this purpoſe it þ 6 Samnel 
exhorts the ui 

conſider the great things the Lord 


| hath done for them, As, whcn Elias 


had caſt his mantle oucr Elizexs, he 
followed him : ſo ſhould we follow 
$4 our 


ildren of Ifſracl :9| 


by following 
im, 


Cant.1,2,3, 


of 
Marke 10,52, 


Pernard in - 


feſt. Dom. 
ſantt, Serm, x, 


Hof. 1144, 


1. Sam. 12.24. 
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1.Reg.946, 


As appeareth, 
Cap. 11, 


I=dg.q.18,21 


{ couered our iniquirics with the 
mantle of his merits. Thus Mare} 


|the pardon of her ſinnes, and com- 


our bleſſed Sauiour » Who hath 


Magdelen, hauing receined by him 


fort to her ſoule, followed him to 
his Crofle, to his graue, and neuer 
left him till heleft the world. 

2 The ſecond motiue is a periculs. 
For the negle of this is full of pre- 
tndiceand danger. The Lord threa- 
rened the Iſraclites,r.Reg.9.6, That 
if they turned away from him, he 
would cait them out of that Land he 
bad giuen them, The wofull accom- 
pliſhmenrt whereof, they found by 
experience. And no meruaile that 
ſuch a mans caſe is dangerous ; for 
he i5 like the Souldier that flies from 
his Captaine intothe Campe of the 
Enemic. He expoſeth himſelfe to a 
double mifcrie. Firſt, he is in the 
hands of Satan, a deadly Encmie. 
And albeit he may fora time be en- 


Alb. oo 
Wy © © 
Et D—— 


tertained kindly into his Campe, as 
Siſera | 


_ 


WW” 


act 
em 
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I2I 


Siſera was into Jaels Tent , yer let 
) | him looke for a hammer 8 a nalle, 

which will faſten him to a wotull 
condition. Againe, as ſuch areuol- 
' [ting Souldier by his flying looſeth 
the proteRjon of his Captaine : So 
this poore Soule by his flinching, is 
depriued of that comfortable pro- 
rection, which he ſhould haue by 
TIeſus Chriſt , according to the | 
words of Azariah, The Loyd « with | 
you whileit you are with him , but if | 
you forſake him, he will forſake you. 
Yea henor onely looſeth that com- 
fortable proteftion,but incurresalſo 
Chriſts heauic indignation. As it 
was with the Iſraelites when they 
reuolted; ſo will ic be with him; 
Whither ſoeuer they went, the hand of 
the Lord was azainit them, 


From the benefit we ſhall receiue 
by following Chriſt in theſe pathes 
of holincſle and righteouſteſſe, 


3 Thethird motiue is 4 beneficio. 


1 'And firſt, thele pathes are rom- 
F- fortable. 


2 Chro. 15.2, 


ludg.2, 15. 
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2 Ree-20.3, 
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fortable, This Peter knew well. or 
when our Sayiour ſecing many of 
his followers become flinchers, ſaid 
to the twelue Diſciples, Will you alſo 
goe away © Peter an[wered, Ma#ter, to 
whom ſhould we goe? Thou ha#t the 
words of eternall Life,As if he ſhould 
ſay, God forbid we ſhould forſake 
thee : forthen we may ſay,farewel| 
to all our hope of eternall happines. 
Yea this following of Chriſt yeelds 


in lifeand death. Thus did [ob com- 
fort himſelfe in the middeſt of all 
his afflictions; My foor hath followed 
his fteps : his way hane I kept, and not 
declined, And fo did Hezechiah on 
his ficke bed : Remember 1 beſeech 
thee, O Loyd, that I haue walked be. 
fore thee intruth and with a perfect 
heart,& hane done that which & good 
in thy fizht. Thus when all other 
comforts faile , —_— bene ate 
vite,This ſhall be the only comfort 


of eueric good Chriſtian, that hee 


comfort both in health and ficknes, | 


hath 


"244 f 


In Chriſt Ieſus, 
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hath beene a fathfull follower of 


Secondly, As theſe pathes are 
comfortable , fo are they honoura- 
ble. Non erit tibi indignum ſequi au- 
caorem tuum, (aith Bernard, yea, It 
ſhall be thy happineſle to follow 
thy founder and Maker, If wee c- 
ſteemeit our honourto be the fol- 
lowers of mightie Princes, how 
much more to follow Chriſt, The 
King of Kings: It the Queene of 
Sheba pronounced them happie, 
who attended vpon Solomon, a pru- 
dent and a potent King ; how much 
moreare we bleſſed in waiting vp- 


and 1n whom axe hid all the treaſures 
of wiſedome and knowledge? It is 


 greas elorie({aith the Son of Syrach) 


to follow the Lord.Chriſt tels vs that 
his yoke is cafie, Ingum tins merits eft 
ſuaue, cui ſeruire eſt reguare, ſaith S. 
Anuftin : His yoke is light and ſweet 


indeed, whom to ſerue is to raign as 
Kings. 


on Chriſt Ieſus, who is Omnipotent, 
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Dom.ſerm.<, 


Reu, 19.16, 


1 Keg.10,8, 


Math.28,18, 
Col.2,3, 


Eccl, 23.28, 
Math. 11. 30, 
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Prou, 13.29, 
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Kings, And for our comfort and 
incouragemecnt , in following of 
Chriſt, behold the Saints of God, 
who as 4 cloud of witneſſes are gon 
before vs. We hauetheir worthy 
examples for our direction : wee 


haue their prayers for our ſafe con- 


uoye : and their expectation for our 
happie arriuall. 

Againe , theſe pathes are the 
pathes of ſoferie A good way,and 
a good guid are great comforts to a 
traueller ; and this is our comfort in 
following Chriſt : For he himſelfe 
is our way and our guid. He & the 
way, the truth, and the life, He i the 
light of the world, he that followath 
him, ſhall not walke in darkeneſſe,but 


ſhall haue the light of life.. There i a 


way (faith Solomon) that ſeems good 
t0.4 man in his owne eges,but the iſſue 
thereof is death. But theſe pathes are 
the pathes of life. We ſay that hec 
which walkes in the kings high way 


walkes fafcly, for he is vader rhe| 


Kings 


1 
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I Kings protetion, And ſuch is his 


caſe that followes Chriſt in theſe 
pathes of holinefſe and righteouſ- 
neſle ; he is in the high way to Hea- 
uen, and hath a Diuine protection, 
as it is written in the 9r.Pſalme, He 
ſhall gine his Angels charge oger thee, 
to keepe thee in all thy wates that thou 
daſh not thy foot againſt a tone. Tr is 
veric obſerueable throughour the 
ſacred Story of the Euangeliſts, that 
our Sauiour had a continuall care, 
that none, who followed him, 
ſhould want. Yea he, that at the 
time of his apprehenſion had not a 


| word of defence for himſelfe, had a 


Sinite hos abire, for his Diſciples, 
And it was his great glorie,that hee 
could ſay, Thoſe that thou haſt ginen 
me, haue kept, & none of them u loſt 
but the child of perdition : And hee 
was that trecherous Souldier t 
ſpake of. | 

4 Laſtly, as theſe pathes are the 


pathes of ſatetie, ſo are they the| 


pathes 
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Deut.1.36, 
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it verie kindly at the hands of the 
[ſraelites,as wee ſee inthe ſecond of 


thy youth and the laue of thy mariage, 
when thou wenteſt after me in the wil. 
derneſſe. Ein remmiſci eſt remune. 
rari, His kind remembrance imports 
2 recompence, ſaith Bernard, And 
no maruaile: for Maſters,that are of 
a noble and generous diſpoſition, 
will not ſuffer their ſeruants to be 
vnrewarded, much lefle will Chriſt 
leſus. The Lord ſaid of Caleb, thar 
to him he would giue the Land of 
Canaan, becauſe he had conſtantly 
followed the Lord, And {o ſhall thoſe, 
who are conſtant followers of 


the Kingdome of Heaven, 

As Henoch walked with God, and 
w4s tranſlated, that he ſhonld not ſee 
death : So thoſe that walke with 


Chriſtin theſe holy pathes, ſhall be 
partakers of crernall life ; according 


pathes of felzcirie. The Loid rakes | / 


leremie, 1remember the kindneſſe of |. 


Chriſt, poſſeſle the celeſtialCanaan, | 
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| twelue Tribes of Iſracl, 
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to that in the twelfth of 10hn, If any 


man ſerue me,let him follow me , for 


where 1 am any alſo my ſeruant 
be. As hethat followes ſome great 
Riuer, ſhall by it be guided to the 
Sea : So thoſe that follow Chriſt, 
ſhall by him be conducted to the 
Ocean of eternall felicitie. And ſo 
our Sautiour told his Diſciples, and 
that with an aſſeucration for ratifi- 
cation ; Yerely I ſay wnto yon, that 
when the Son of Man [hall ſit jn the 


followed me in the regeneration, ſhall 
ſit alſs vpon Thrones, and indge the 


A plication. 


Hus haue you heard the mat- 
ters,the manner, & the motiues 
for our following of Chriſt. Now 
it remaines, that I conclude all with 
ſome words of application, and ſo 
finiſh my ſpeech, S. _Auguſtines 


T hrone of his Maieſtie, you that haue| 
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diſcourſe, in his ſeuenth Sermon, De 
Verbs Domini, ſhall be my ground. 
There were (faith Saint Anguitine) 
three men of ſcuerall diſpoſitions 
and inclinations that came to Chriſt 
with whom he dealt accordingly. 

1: Vnudifferebat, & culpatuns eff, 
One deferred to follow him,and-he 
was blamed. So are there many 
that deferre and neglect this follow- 
ing of Chriſt. Some intend to be- 


come his followers, but they pur it 


off rill fickneſſe,or old age ſeaze vp- | 
on them ; till Sinne and Satan hath 


caſſicred them ; and they are able to 
do Chriſt little ſeruice. Some there 
are who doe totally neglect this fol. 
lowing of Chriſt.. They are cnter- 
tained by the Fleſh, the World, and 
the Deuill ; yea any thing but 
Chriſt : though the waies whercin 
they walke yeeld nothing but vani- 
tie and miſerie,.. Thus the young 


man in the Prexzerbes followes the | 


ſtrange woman, /ike a foole to the 


ſtockes, | 
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fockes, and an oxe to the ſlaughter, till a 
dart ſtrike through hu Liver, Thus De- 
mas imbracing the world , forfooke 
theApoſtles. Thus riches caticd away 
the man that ran to Chriſt, For when 
he had giuen him histaske, he became 
a flincher,& went away ſorrowfull, Bur 
what can theſe Maſters promiſe to 
their followers £ Only that which S. 
Bernard mentions, The world, it cries, 
Twill faile thee , the Deuill, he cries, 1 
will geceine thee, the Fleſh,it cries,1 will 
infect thee. But come to me,ſairh Chriſt, 
and } will refreſh thee. 

Satan isa maſterlike Pharach, who 
ſet the Iſraclites allday on worke, and 
ſcourged them at night. For ſo doth 
the Deuill employ his Vaſlals, in the 
workes of iniquity inthe time of their 
life, but at the day of their death, re- 
wards them with the ſconrges of a 
troubled Conſcience, & ar the day of 
Iudgement,with helliſh rorments. To 
'Wirches,and ſuch other wretches he 
promiſerh faire,but the end iscomon- 


2 Tim;4.10c 


Marke 10.22 


Caro clamat 
ego inficiam.. 
Diabolue clas 
mat, ego dect- 


Prams mundius 
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| ly a ſhametull death co their aodies,6c 
eternal condemnation to their Soules. 
The world is a maſter like Labar, that 
{0e31:41% | changed lacobs wages ten times, and 
would haue ſent him away emptie, Who 
would ferue that maſter, which will 
keepe him hard in toyling, and in the 
end ſtrip him out of all he hath, and 
turne him away naked 2 Behold, the 
world is ſuch a maſter ; for «s wee 
brought nothmg into the world: ſo it ts 
certaine that we can carie out nothing. 
ſob1.21, | Naked came wee out of our mothers 
'_ ' wombes, and naked muit we returnt 4- 
om _ gaine, The greateſt Monarches(as that 
one going be- great Saladzne did well confideryhaue 
fore hiscorps only a winding ſhcet;or peraduenture 
way Hy: Kev ſome Monument, a mecre monument 
a | aunce,cri- Of the worlds yanitie, & mans morta- 
ed, Sadr lirje, T may truly ſay therefore, that 
char Conque- * . k 

ror of, As, thoſe who leaue Chriſt Teſus ro fol- 
a —_— low the world,theFlefh,or the Deuil, 
this. TL, COMMIT thoſe rwo euils that Iereme | 
vir.Clen 3, | mentions, T hey leaue the Fountaine of 
ler2.13» | lining waters, g0 die to themſelues bro... 


ten 
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ken Citernes that can hold no water. 

2 Alius ſe obtulit & reprobatus ef, 
Another offcred to follow Chriſt,and 


he was reiected. And indeedſuch bad | 


followers our Sauiour hath many : 
Some reſpeitu forme, ſome reſpects fi- 
nts : Some in reſpe of the forme, 
ſome of the ends. As it was in the 
daies of his infirmitic,ſo is it now in 
the daies of his maieſtie. Some fol- 
lowed him for by-reſpedts, ſome for 
bad reſpe&s. Some followed him to 
entangle him,as the Herodians.Some 
to betray him,as 1ndas. Some only to 
gaine by him, as thoſe that followed 


him for the loaucs & the fiſhes. Chriſt! 


hath ſome followers that are like Co. 
mets, they are not fixed by a liuely 
Faith in Chriſt the Sphere of holines, 
but are caried about with an vncertain 
motion,according to ſome ſtar which 
rulesthem,8& theyvaniſh accordingly. 

Againe, ſome there are which fail. 
in the manner of their following. As 


| S.Bernard ſpeakes of praying, {9 may 
K 2 | 


Mat.22,16, 
Mat.26,15, 


lohn 6, 26, 


Tem 


Fr 


| 


| Iota 1 2.43 , 


P.ern, de JUA- 


E” Sth. 


lohn 3.24 


\ [Proud n3. 


Numb.13.32 


Reu,3 * 


Prov 13. 
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Chriſt :17/de, ſome epid:,fome teme- 
r4r/e,1.50me follow him 1t71de, fear- 
fully. As Peter did when he was led to 


Annas & Caiphas, As Nrcodaemus, that | » 


came to him by night, He durſt not be 
{eene to be a follower of Chriſt. And 
thoſe rulers in the 12 of S,1ohn, which 
belcened in him, but were afraid to con- 
feſſe him. Thus cucrie little rub turnes 


me 


I ſay of their following. Some follow | 


chem aſi degwhilcſt they ſay A Lyon is 


inthe way : A Lyon is in the ftreetes, 

Theſe are like thoſe Iſraclires, who li- 
ked well of the Land of Canaan, but 
wereafraid of the Anakims. Ir was a 


| 


[1uſt recopence that they neuer entred 
into it. 2, Somefollow Chriſt zepac, 
coldly,likethe Church of Laodicea. 
Theſe are like Solomons ſluggard, / ult 
&+ non vult piger.He could be content 
ro follow Chriſt, but he cannot abide 
totake roo much paines. Theſe fol. 
low Chriſt ſo, as that they were as 


g00d to ſtay behind : he hadrather | 


; haue their roome then their copaty. 
He 
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He that wilbea welcome follower of 


Chriſt, muſt ( as Barnabas exhorted ) 
with full purpoſe of heart cleaue vnto 
the Lord.He muſt ſay with theSpouſe 
inthe Canticles, Draw me,we will run 
afier thee, And be reſolute with oſhua 
Chuſe you this aay whom you will ſerge, 
but I and mine houſe will ſerne the Lord. 
2 .Some follow Chriſt zemerarie,raſh- 
ly. Some march furiouſly with 7ehs, 
As the Anabaptiſts did in horrible vp- 
rores8& combuſtions inGermany.The 
Papiſts, who in Q.Marzes dates brea- 
thed out nothing but fire,8& fagots.In 
Q.E/;zabeths Piſtols, & poiſons. And 
inthe raign of our graciousfoucraign, 
fire and gunpowder. Some inconſide- 
ratly betake themſelues to be Chriſts 
followers, but like fooliſh builders, 
not counting what it may coſt them, 
they ſit downe with diſgrace,& when 
the parching ſun of perſecution,or at- 
fiction comes vpon them, like the ſfo- 


ny ground, they wither away. Some a-| 


gaine are fo raſh, that they do Antece- 
| K 3 
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I33 


AQs 11,23, 


Cant.1.3. 


lib, 10, 


Luke 14.23. | 


Mat-13.,6. 
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Ioſh, 24.15. | 
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An.dom.t 535 | 
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dere Chriftum,as + ppt 


-| they ſhould follow Chriſt, they goe before 


him. Such as follow their own inuen- 
tions, rather then divine direction : 
Such as haue zeale without diſcretion 
and judgement : that thruſt their fic- 
kles into other mens harueſts, and run 
beyond the bounds of their calling: as 
many priuate men, who arc very for- 
ward about the reformation of the 
Church,yea,before themſclues be re- 
formed. Thoſe that would be wel- 
come to Chriſt, muſt follow him 
boldly,yet withour preſumption;zea- 


louſly, yer without contention ; dif- 


creetly, without precipitation. 
Thirdly faith S. Auitin, Alius non 4n- 
debat et excitatus et, One dared not to 
follow Chriſt, & he was incouraged.l 
doubt not bur it fares with many as it 
did with that man.S. Aſtin confeſſerh 
that he himſelfe was much perplexed 
when he was entring into religion. He 
thought thus with humſelfe;whart ſhal 
become of me,whenl become a pro- 


feſſor | 


& 7 
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feſſor of the Goſpel?T thall loſe all my 


then ſhall I haue of my life £ But it 
pleaſed God that theſe miſtes did va- 
niſh;and he found more true comfort 
to his ſoule, after he became a conſtant 
follower of Chriſt, then cucr he did 
before. Infomuch that he could fay 
forth of wes mn rr la- 
chryme orantium , quam gandra thee- 
MN 1rorum, Even the teares of a Chriſtian 
ſhed in the middefſt of his prayers, arc 
ſweerer then the ioyesand delights of 
the theaters, Beloued, why ſhould any 
one be diſcouraged to become a fol- 
Tower of Chriſt? nay,why ſhould not 
eueric one be incouraged? ſeeing he is 
ſuch 4 good maiex as will not faile to 
reward his ſeruants aboumdantly, Be- 
hold ( faith Chriſt) 7 come ſhorth : and 
| my reward is with me to gine enerie man 
according to his workes,If you remem- 
ber & conſider the motiues, you need 
| [no further incouragement. The paths 


wherein you are to walke,are comfoy. 
fable, 


Fe OI 


delights & pleaſures,8 what comfort|' 


Avg.m Pſ.,ug, 


Bonne D eu- 
num babemus, 
Amb, mentios 
ned by Peſs.in 
vita Auguſt, 


Rew32-12, 
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1.Reg.9:6, 


As appeareth, 
Cep.11, 


| ladg.qe1d, 2 I 


double miſerie. Firſt, he 1s in the 


tertained kindly into his Campe, as 


The ſafeit Seruice, £ 


our bleſſed Saviour , who hath 
couered our iniquities with the 
mantle of his merits. Thus Marze 
Magdelen, having receined by him 
the pardon of her {innes, and com- 
fort to her ſoule, followed him to 
his Croſſe, to his'graue, and neuer 
left him till he left the world. 

2 The ſecond motiuc is 4 pericals, 
For the neglect of this is full of pre- 
tudiceand danger. The Lord threa- 
tened the Iſtaelites,r.Reg.9.6. That 
if they turned away from him, he 
would cait them out of that Land he 
had given them, The wofull accom- 
pliſhment whereof, they found by 
experience. And no meruaile that 
ſuch a mans caſe is dangerous ; for 
he 15 like the Souldier that flies from 
his Captaine into the Campe of the 
Enemie. He expoſcth himſelfetoa 


hands of Satan, a deadly Enemie. 
And albeit he may fora time be en- 


$/ ſera 


j 


J 


AMS AS. 25... 3... Bc. t., 
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| I21 


him looke for a hammer & a naile, 
which will faſten him to a wofull 
condition. Againe, as ſuch areuol- 
ting Souldier by his flying loofeth 
the protection of his Captaine : So 
this poore Soule by his flinching, is 
depriucd of that comfortable pro- 
tection, which he ſhould haue by 
Ieſus Chriſt , according to the 
words of Azariah, The Loyd is with 
you whileft you are with him, but if 
you ſorſake him, he will forſake you, 
Yea he nor onely looſeth that com- 
fortable protection, bur incurres alſo 
Chriſts heauic indignation. As it 
was with the Iſraelites when they 
revolted; fo will it be with him; 


the Lord was azainit them, 

3 Thethird motiue is 4 beyefic;o. 
From the benefit we ſhall receive 
by tollowing Chriſt in theſe pathes 


of holineſſe and righteouſheſſe. 
fortable. | 


Siſera was into Taels Tent, yer let 


Whither ſoener they went, the hand of 


2 Chro. 15.2, 


ludg,z, 15. 


1 And firſt, thele pathes are com- | 


| 


\ 


lohn 6,68 , 


2 Reg.20.3, 
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fortable, This Feter knew well. For 
when our Saytour ſeeing many of 
his followers become flinchers, ſaid 
to the twelue Diſciples, 1/i/ you alſo 
oe away 7 Peter anſwered, Maiter, to 
whom ſhould we goe? T hou hat the 
words of eternal Life, As if he ſhould 
lay,, God forbid we ſhould forlake 
thee : forthen we may ſay,farewell 
to all our hope of eternall happines, 
Yea this following of Chriſt yeelds 
comfort both in healch and ficknes, 
in lifeand death. Thus did [os com- 
fort himſclfe in the middcſt of all 
his afflictions; My ſoog hath followed 
hrs ſteps : his Big ty hane I kept, and not 
declined, And fo did Hezechiah on 
his ficke bed : Remember 1 befeech 
thee, O Loyd, that I haue walked be- 
fore thee i truth and with a perfect 
heart,ef haue done that which is good 
in thy fazht: Thus when all othet 


comforts faile ; Conſcientia bene acts 
'vite, This ſhall be the only comfort 


'of euerice good Chriſtian, that hee 
hath | 
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hath beenc a tathtull follower of 
Chriſt Iclus, 

Secondly, As theſe pathes are 
comfortable ; ſo are they honoura- 
ble, Non ers t1b1 indignum ſequi au- 
corem tuum, faith Bernard, yea, It 
ſhall be thy happincſle ro follow 
thy founder and Maker, If wee c- 
ſteemeit our honour to be the fol- 
lowers of mightic Princes, how 
much more to follow Chriſt, The 
King of Kings? It the Queene of 
Sheba pronounced them happie, 
who attended vpon Solomon, a pru- 
dent.and a potent King ; how much 
moreare we bleſſed in waiting vp- 
on Chriſt Icſus, who is 0mnipotent, 
and 1» whom are hid all the treaſures 
of wiſcdome and knowledge? It is | 
great gloyie({aith the Son of Syrach) 
to follow the Loza,Chriſt tels vs that 
his yoke & eaſe, Ineum eins merito e5t 
ſuane, cui ſeyuire eſt regnare, ſaich S. 


Auſtin + His yoke is light and ſyveet | 
indeed, whom to {crue is to raign as 
Kings. 
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De Aduents 
Dom.ſerm.6, 


Reu, 19.16, 


1 Keg.10,8, 


Mith,28,18, 
Col.2.3, 


Eccl, 23.28, 
Math.11. zo, 


Angus, de 
temp, ſer, 182, 
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Kings, And for our comfort and b 
incouragement , in following of | 
Chriſt, behold the Saints of God, | | 
Heb.13, | whois 4 cloud of witneſſes are gon| | 
before vs. We haue their worthy 
examples for our direction : wee 
|  [hauetheir prayers for our ſafe con- 
uoye : ahd their expectation for our | | 
happie arriuall. | 
i Againe ,. theſe pathes are the 

| pathes of a A good way,and 
a good guid are great comforts to a 
traueller ; and this is our comfort in 
following Chriſt : For he himſelfe 
lol.#4.6. [is our way and our guid. He & the 
Iohn8. 12. | way, the truth, and the life, He is the 
light of the world, be that followeth 
him, ſhall not walke in darkeneſſe,but 
| | ſhall haue the light of life. There @ 4 
Prov14 12+ | way (ſaith Solomon) that ſeemes good 

t0 a man in his owne eyes, but the iſſue 
thereof is death, But theſe pathes are 
J"rou. 12-23, | the pathes of life, We ſay that hee 
which walkes in the kings high way 
walkes ſafcly, for he is vnder the 
Kings 
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Kings protetion. And ſuch is his 
caſe that followes Chriſt in theſe 
| pathes of holineſſe and righteouſ- 
neſſe ; he is in the high way to Hea- 
uen, and hath a Diuine protection, 
as it is written in the 97. Pſalme, He 

all gine his Angels charge ouer thec, 
to keepe thee in all thy waies,that thou 
daſh not thy foot againſt a flone, Tr is 
veric obſerueable throughout the 
ſacred Story of the = 


our Sauiour had a continuall gare, 
that none, who followed him, 
ſhould want. Yea he, that at the 
time of his apprehenſion had not a 
word of defence for himſelfe, had a 
Sinite hes abire, for his Diſciples, 
And it was his great glorie,that hee 
could ſay, T hoſe that thou haſt genen 
me,T haue kept, & none of them s loſt 
but the child of perditiow : And hee 
was that trecherous Souldier I 
ſpake of. 

4. Laſtly, as theſe pathes are the 
pathes of fatctie, ſo are they the 
| pathes 
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Marke 8. 7, 
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Let theſe de- 


part.Ioh,18.8 


lokn 17.12, 


mm 


<— — 


Ter, 2.2. 


Bernard, 


| Deut.1.36, 
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pathes of felzciize. The Lord takes 
it veric kindly at the hands of the 
[{raclites,as wee ſce in the ſecond of 
leremie, 1 rem:mber the kindneſſe of 
| thy youth and the lone of thy mariage, 
| when thou wenteſt after me in the wil. 
derneſſe. Eins reminiſci eft remune. 
rart, His kind remembrance imports 
| TECOMPEence, faith Berzayd, And 
'no maruaile: for Maſters,that are of 
[a noble and generous diſpoſition, 
will not ſuffer rheir ſeruants to be 
vnrewarded; much leffe will Chriſt 
 Ieſus. The Lord ſaid of Caleb, that 
to him he would gine the Land of 


followed the Lord, And fo ſhall thoſe, 
[who are conſtant followers of 
' Chriſt, poſſeſle the celeſtialCanaan, 
the Kingdome of Heauen, 

As Henoch walked with God, and 
was tranſlated, that he ſhoxld not ſee 
aeath: Yo thoſe that walke with 
; Chriſt in theſe holy pathes, ſhall be 


d 


= 


| Canaan, becanſe he had conſtantly | 


| 


| partakers of erernall life ; according 
YO) 


th 
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Cr Ie Irene ' : - _ A — 
ro that in the twelfth of Z9-n, If any | loh.t2.26, 


man ſerne me,let him follow me , for 
where I am,there ſhall alſo my ſerwant 
be. As herhat followes ſome great 
Riuer, ſhall by it be guided to the 
Sea : So thoſe that follow Chriſt, 
{hall by him be conducted to the 
Occan of eternall felicitie, And fo 
our S2010ur told his Diſciples, and 


| 


that with an aſſeucration for ratifi- 
cation ; YVerely 7 fty wnto yon, that 
when the Son of Man hall ſit jn the 
T hrone of his Mateſtie, you that haue 
followed me in the regeneration, ſhall 
ſit alſo vpon Thrones, and indge the 
twelue Tribes of Iſrael, 


Application 2 


Hus haue you heard the mar- 
rers,the manner, & the motiues 
for our following of Chriſt. Now 
ir remaines, that I conclude all with 
ſome words of application, and fo 


finiſh my ſpeech. S. Augyſtines 
diſcourſe, 
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an | 
diſcourſe, in his ſeuenth Sermon, De | 
Ordine ali | YVerbis Domini, ſhall be my ground. 
q ie. | There were (faith Saint Anguitiye) 
chree men of ſeucrall diſpoſitions 
and inclinations that came to Chriſt 
with whom he dealt accordingly. 

r Vnudifferebat, & culpaties oft. 
One deferred to follow him,and he 
was blamed. So are there many 
that deferre and neglethis follow- 
ing of Chriſt, Some intend to be- 
come his followers, but they pur it 
off till fickneſle,or old age ſeaze vp» 
on them ; till Sinne and Satan hath 
|  caſſiered them ; and they are ableto 
| do Chriſt little ſeruice. Some there 
are who doe totally neglect this fol. 
lowing of Chriſt, They are cnter- 
tained by the Fleſh, the World, and 
the Deuill ; yea any thing but 
Chriſt : though the waies wherein 
| they walke yeeld nothing but vani- 
8, þ tie and miſerie, Thus the young 
| | map in the Proxerbes followes the 
Prou. 7.22. ſtrange woman, like a foole F8' the 
| | | ſtockes, | 
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bk 
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fockes, and an oxe to the ſlaughter, till Pl 
dart ſtrike through hu Liver, Thus De- 


mas imbracing the world , forſooke 
theApoſtles. Thus riches caried away 
the man that ran to Chriſt, For when 
he had giuen him histaske, he became 
a flincher,8& went away ſorrowfull, But 
what can theſe Maſters promiſe to 
their followers 2 Only that which, 
Bernard mentions, The world, it cries, 
Twill faile thee , the Deuill, he cries, I 
will aeceine thee, the Fleſh ,it cries, 1 will 
infect thee.But come to me,laith Chriſt, | 
and f will refreſh thee. 
Satan isa maſterlike Pharach, who 


ſet the Ifraclites all day on worke, and | 


ſcourged them at nighr. For ſo doth 
the Deuill employ his Vaſlals, in the 
workes of iniquity inthe rime of their 
life, but at the day of their death, re- 


wards them with the ſcourges' of a] 
troubled Confcience, & at the day of 


Iudgement,with helliſh rorments. To 
Witches, and ſuch other wretches he 
promiſerh faire,but the end iscomon- 
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Caroclamet 

ego mſiciam, 
Diabolms clas 
mat, ego deci- 
Plame mundus 
clamar, ego dev 
ficiam, 
Ego reficiam. | 
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Iy a ſhametull death to their bodies,8: 
eternal condemnarion to their Soules, 
| The world is a maſter like Laban, that 
changed Iacobs wazes ten times, and 
would hanc ſent him away emprie, Who 
would ſerue that maſter, which will 
keepe him hard in toyling, and in the 
| end ſtrip him out of all he hath, and 
turnc htm away naked 2 Behold, the 
| world is ſuch a maſter ;, for «5 wee 
' brought nothmng into the world: ſo itis 
| certaine that we can carie out nothing. 
| Naked came wee nt of our mothers 
| wombes, and naked muit we returns 4- 
gaine,The greateſt Monarches(as that 
, great Saladzne did well conſider) haue 
only a winding ſhcer;or peraduenture 

ſome Monument, a meere monument 

of the worlds vanirie, & mans morta- 

litie, ' 
\rhoſe who leave Chriſt Teſus to fol- 
| low the worid,theFleſh,or the Deuil, 
comm: thoſe two eui!s that 1eremze 
| mentions, T hey leaue the Fountaine of 
lining waters, to dig to themſeclues ym 

'N 
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I may truly ſay therefore,that | 
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ken Ciferncs that can. hold no water, 

2 Alius ſe obtulit & reprobats et, 
Another oftcred to follow Chriſt, and 
he was reiected, And indecd ſuch bad 
followers our Sauzour hath many : 
Some reſpeitu forme, ſome reſpetty fi. 
nts : Some in reſpeet of the forme, 


{ome of the ends. As it was in the[ 


daics of his infirmitic,ſo is it now in 
che dates of his maicſtie, Some fol- 
lowed him for by-reipects, ſome for 
bad reſpe&s.. Some followed him to 
entangle him,as the Herodians.Some | 
to betray him,as 1#4zs. Some only ro 


gaine by him, as thoſe that followed 
him for the loaues & the fiſhes.Chriſt 
hath ſome followers that are like Co. 
mets, they are not fixed by a liuely 
Faith in Chriſt the Sphere of holines, 
but are caricd about with an vncertain 
motion,according to ſome ſtar which 
rulesthem,8: theyvaniſh accordingly. 

Againe, ſame there are which faile 
in the manner of their following. As 


S.Bernard ſpeakes of praying, ſo may 
I 
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I fay of their following. Some follow 
Chriſt ::m/de, ſome repide,ſome teme. 
rarie.1.Some follow him ##mide, fear- 
fully. As Peter did when he was led to 
Annas & Caiphas, As Nicodemits, that 
came to him by night, He durſt not be 
{eene to be a follower of Chriſt, And 
thoſe rulers in the 12 of S.,TJohn, which 
beleened in him, but were afraid to con- 
feſſe him. Thus cucrie little rub turnes 
rhem aſide, whileſt they fay, A Lyon is 
inthe way - A Lyon is in the ftreetes.| 
Theſe are like thoſc Iſraelites, who li- 

ked well of the Land of Canaan, but 
wereafraid of the Anakims. Tr was a 
iuſt recopence that they neuer entred 
into it. 2. Some follow Chriſt zepzae, 
coldly,like the Church of Laodicca, 


| Theſeare like S#/omons {luggard, Yult 


& non vult piger, He could be content 
to follow Chriſt, bur he cannot abide 
to take roo much paines. Theſe fol. 
low Chriſt ſo, as that they were as 
good to ſtay behind : he had rather 
haue their roome then their copany. 

He 
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He that wilbe a welcome follower of 
Chriſt, muſt ( as Barnabas exhorred ) 
with full purpoſe of heart cleaue wvnto 


the Lord, He rauſt ſay with theSpouſe | 


inthe Canticles, Draw me, we will 7un 


after thee, And be reſolute with1oſhaas | 


Chufe you this day whom you will ſerge. 
bat I and mine houſe will ſerue the Lord, 
2 .Some follow Chriſt ;emerarie,raſh- 
ly. Some march furiouſly with cbs, 
As the Anabaptiſts did in horrible vp- 
roxes8 combuſtions inGermany.The 
Papiſts, who in Q. Mares daics brea- 
thed out nothing but fire,& fagots.In 
Q.El:zabeths,Pikols, & poiſons. And 
inthe raign of our graciousſoucraign, 
fire and gunpowder, Some inconſide- 
ratly bertake themſelues to be Chriſts 
followers, but like fooliſh builders, 
not counting what ir may coſt them, 
they ſit downe with diſgrace;& when 
the parching ſun of perſecution,or af- 


[flitton comes vpon them, like the fo- 
{y ground, they wither away. Some a- 


gaine are ſo raſh, that they do Artece- 
K 3 aere 
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dere Chriitum,as S. anz.ſaith, Whereas 


they ſhould follow Chriſt, they goe before 


him, Such as follow their own inuen- 


tions, rather then divine direQion : 
Such as haue zeale without diſcretion 
and judgement : that thruſt their fic- 
kles into other mens harueſts, and run 
beyond the bounds of their calling: as 
many priuate men, who arc very for- 
ward about the reformation of the 
Church,yea,bctore themſeclues be re- 
formed. Thoſe that would be wel- 
come ro Chriſt, muſt follow him 
boldly,yer wichout preſumption;zea- 


louſly, yet without contention ; dif | 


creetly,withour precipitation. 
Thirdly faith S. Auitin, Alius 101 au. 
debat,et excitains eit, One dared not to 
tollow Chriſt, & he was incouraged.I 
doubr not bur it tares with many as it 
did with that man.S. As/tin confeſſeth 
that he himſelfe was much perplexed 
when he was cntring into religion, He 
thought thus with himſelfe;,what ſhal 


become of me,whenlI become a pro- 
feſfor 
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feſſor of the Goſpel?Tihall loſe allmy 
delights & pleafures;,8& what comfort 
then ſhall I haue of my life 2 But it 
pleaſed God that theſe miſtes did va- 
niſh;and he found more true comfort 
to his ſoule,after he becamea conſtant 
follower of Chriſt, then eucr he did 
before. Infomuch that he could fay 
forth of experience, Da/cioros ſunt la- 
chryme orantium , quam gaudza thea- 
trorums, Even the teares of a Chriſtian 
ſhed in the middeſt of his prayers, are 
ſweeter then the toyes and delights of 
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the theaters, Beloued, why ſhould any | Zawm Duni- 


' : num babemus, 
one be diſcouraged to become a fol. |? ny neon: 


lower of Chriſt? nay, why ſhould not | ned by Peſ.in 
vita Augnſt, | 


eueric one be incovraged? ſceing he is 
ſuch 4 good ma#ter as will not faile to 
reward his ſeruants aboundantly. Be- 
hold ( faith Chriſt) 1 come ſhortly : and 
my reward is with me to giue eterie man 
according to his workes, It you remem- 


ber & conſider the moriues, younced}| 


no further incouragement, The paths 


whercin you are to walke,are comfor- 
table, 
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table,and honorable;they are the pathes | 
of ſafetie,& eternal felicitie : feare nor, 


neglect not therfore to followChriſt, 


though it bethrough fireand water. | 
Your tourney may peraduenture coſt 
you ſome paines, cares, &teates : yea 
fiehiings without ,& terrors within;but 
the end ſhal be ioyful & comfortable, 
Heauen ſhall be your habitation ; for 
Chriſt is gone before to prepare pla. 
ces there for his followers : and there 
you ſhall enioy his bleſſed preſence,8& 
bee partakers of ſuch ioyes,as neither 
cic hath ſeen, nor eare hath heard,norþ 
can enter into the heart of man. 

T he Lord,for his mercies ſake,xine vs 
grace to be faithful and conitant follow. 
ers of our Sauionr Chriit in the waies of 
holineſſe and righteouſheſſe;that by the 
merits of his death aud paſſton,ve may 
be partakeys of eternal bliſſe and happi- 
neſſe, To whom with the Father and the 
holy Gho#,all homor ,& elorie,mateitic, 
and dominion be rendred, and aſeribed, 


world without end, Amen, 
FINIS. | 
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